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Students dig in to the Strawberry Festival
JORI GREGORIO
STAFF WRITFR

"All American and
all strawberry" was junior
Peter Larrs' description of
the activities outside of the
Student Life Pavilion last
Thursday. Starting the pre
vious Monday, balloons,
posters and everything
strawberry decorated the
SLP and other USD build
ings promoting the Straw
berry Festival.
Planning for the festi
val took about a month and
a half, according to Faculty
and Staff Dining Manager
David Kaplan. "The point
is to celebrate spring and
to get people excited about
food, eating and seasonal
fruit," Kaplan said.
In order to do this,
visitors of the festival got
free strawberry ice cream,
strawberry
shortcake,
strawberry jam, crates of
strawberries,
strawberry
tea, chocolate covered
strawberries,
strawberry
flavored water, strawberry
parfaits and strawberry
glazed baby back ribs.
Students were drawn to
the festival by the songs of
DJ Beck, who played music
like "Strawberry fields
forever," and announced,
"You can have whatever
you like, and you know you
like strawberries!"
Not only were there a
mass amount of strawber
ries, but there were games
and characters to get people
excited about the fruit,
which was advertised as

LAUREN NICOLAS/THE VISTA

Students enjoyed strawberry-inspired cuisine, including a strawberry pie-eating contest.

the only fruit with seeds
on the outside. Molly the
Strawberry Princess walked
around handing out straw
berry candies, strawberryshaped stress balls and most
importantly,
delivering
the pies for the pie-eating

contest. Junior Molly Duff,
dressed in red and black and
topped off with a tiara, was
approached while eating at
the SLP and asked to be the
Strawberry Princess. Duff
describes the job as, "like
working at Disneyland."

The Strawberry Fes
tival was complete with a
walking Strawberry Short
cake, who proclaimed,
"My favorite fruit, and full
vitamin C." While it seems
fitting to have a giant sized
doll delivering strawberry

cheer, some students didn't
feel so enthusiastic about
it. "The little strawberry
girl scared me," freshman
Kacie Forker said. "I don't
ever get strawberries in
New York, so the fair is
awesome, but I do not like
the giant doll."
In order to promote
the fair, Dining Services
went through 150 flats of
strawberries in the days
before the festival, and then
a complete 75 flats in the
two hours that the festival
was happening. With each
flat weighing eight pounds,
that's 1,800 pounds of
strawberries in four days.
For many people, 1,800
pounds of strawberries is
the perfect recipe for com
munity.
"I went to San Diego
State and they never had
anything to get the whole
school involved," Erik
Kim-Holmgren, who works
in the law school registrar
office, said. "USD really
has a community feel. Ev
eryone is walking around
with huge smiles on their
faces. What a great thing to
do before finals."
"The food is great,"
senior Amanda Booker
said. "I love when the
University sponsors things
like this. It brings people
together, which is what the
SLP is supposed to do for
our student body."
As the Strawberry Fes
tival ended, only one thing
was on the mind of senior
Erin Prickett, "When is the
meat festival?"

First Relay for Life draws campus-wide support

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

In between shifts during the 24-hour relay, participants camped out on the Valley Field.

MARISA DODGE
STAFF WRITFR

Twenty-four
hours
make up one day; in that
amount of time it is pos
sible to change one life,
or thousands. This past
Saturday and Sunday, May
1 through 2, on the Valley
field, USD hosted Relay for
Life for the first time.

RFL, an American
Cancer Society (ACS)
overnight event, origi
nated in the United States
and now has spread to 21
countries worldwide. The
ACS is a non-profit, non
governmental funder of
cancer research that spends
approximately $120 mil
lion each year on cancer
research.

The relay commemo
rates the lives of people
who have battled cancer
throughout the world. Par
ticipants remember lost
loved ones, fund future re
search and help those strug
gling to beat the disease. In
the weeks leading up to this
event, members of the USD
community signed up to be
on teams, which were then

sponsored by donors.
The teams camped
out and took turns walking
around the field. Online
websites and social-networking groups helped with
the organization, funding
and publicity. ACS believes
that they are "the official
sponsors of birthdays,"
as the research they fund
could potentially extend the
lives of cancer patients.
During the 24-hour
relay, celebratory and re
membrance events took
place, involving a Survivor
Lap, a Luminaria Ceremo
ny with guest speaker and
cancer survivor Jesse Burns
and a Fight Back Ceremony
at the event's closing.
USD participants sur
passed their goal of raising
$15,000, as well as their
goal of creating 24 teams.
There were more than 300
participants, and approxi
mately 400 hand-decorated
luminaries, created
by
volunteers. RFL will be on
campus again next year and

an anticipated, Colleges
against Cancer club is in
the works for USD.
Jasmine Lefever is the
USD graduate who brought
RFL to USD's campus this
year. She said she is grate
ful for all of the support of
diverse groups from USD
and "appreciates USD's
support, enthusiasm and
passion while being thank
ful to see people that are
touched by what is being
done."
Jen Briggs is ACS's
Youth Programs Manager
and USD's RFL Staff Part
ner. Sponsors of the event
included RFL, USD Asso
ciated Students, USD Resi
dential Hall Association,
UCSD, Boudin's Bakery,
Einstein's Bagels and Food
for Less.
The event music was
presented by USD Radio,
and a DJ was provided by
USD Associated Students.
Visit
relay.org/usdca to
learn more about the event
and to donate to the cause.
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LIFE week
speaker
talks Nike
sweatshops
ELLIE FAULKNER
STAFF WRITFR

In a search for the truth
about Nike's labor prac
tices, Jim Keady spent time
in Indonesia to see what
working as one of Nike's
factory workers was really
like. He lived on $1.25 a
day and resided in what he
described as a "9 feet by 9
feet cement block" worker's
slum. Huge rats were fre
quent houseguests and the
open sewage system flowed
right next to the sidewalk
outside. Over the course of
a month there, he lost 25
pounds. His reasoning for
embarking on the crusade
in Nike's sweatshops stems
from his studies as well as
his interests.
Back in 1997, Keady
was a soccer coach at St.
John's University while
simultaneously working to
wards his masters in theol
ogy. A class assignment led
him to research how Nike's
labor
practices violate
human rights.Concurrently,
St. John's was negotiating a
$3.5 million endorsement
deal with Nike, meaning
that he, as a coach, would
be required to wear and en
dorse Nike. Keady realized
that it would be hypocriti
cal for a Catholic school,
supposedly an institution of
Catholic social thought, to
partner itself with a trans
national sports empire that
was violating human rights.
This realization turned to
activism and he lost his
coaching job because he
refused to drop the issue
and wear Nike. Soon after,
he embarked on his lifechanging trip to Indonesia
and formed Team Sweat,
an organization committed
to changing Nike's labor
practices.
Nike currently employs
a million workers in 1,000
factories across 52 differ
ent countries. When Keady
tried to ask Nike about their
labor policies, he was met
with subterfuge and lies. He
pursued answers through
many different divisions of
the company, and even tried
to set up a meeting with
Phil Knight, the former
CEO of Nike. Often he was
turned away, and when he
did receive an answer, the
information was often con
flicting. Nike would like to
have the public believe that
See NIKE, page 3
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Word of the Week:

"Farewell"
This will be my final column
as News Editor of The Vista. It's
been a long, rewarding road these
past two years, but it is time to
dedicate myself to other ventures.
Before I go, I've got a few things to
say; some things that never made
it into columns and, of course, my
annual goodbyes.
I don't think I have ever
shared the story of my coming to
be an editor on The Vista staff. My
interest was sparked during Torero
Days when my Preceptorial As
sistant, Sam Wool ley, told our
preceptorial group that he was the
Arts & Cuture editor and would
appreciate any contributions to his
section. I wrote a few pieces that
year, even though it was so diffi
cult for me to get to staff meetings
that I earned my first speeding
ticket trying to make it one week.
I read the paper every Thursday,
paying special attention to the
Crime Report and reading Jilla's
amazing advice with a little bit of
awe. I knew I wanted to be more
involved with the paper.
When applications were out,
I snagged one. Liz Buckley in
terviewed me and asked what I
wanted to do. I, perhaps lacking
wisdom, implored her to give me
the hardest job she could offer.
That's how I became the News
Editor. It took me about 16 issues
to get this hellish job down to a
science, and somehow in the pro
cess I fell in love with it.
I'll admit that I look forward
to spending my senior year with
out the stresses of the news room,
but at the same time I know I will
miss the friendships forged over
late press nights, coffee runs and
server crashes.
To the graduating seniors, I
can't thank you enough for shar
ing your wisdom and vision with
me. Mary Beth, thanks for helping
with tricky layout stuff. I wish
you well at graduate school. Ryan
Mulvey, you truly kept me sane
in this office. Thanks for the great
discussions and many, many cups
of tea. I'm sure you'll knock their
socks off in Boston. Lora, thanks
for making my pages beautiful and
for helping me steal that couch. Jillian, you already know you were
my first college idol. Thanks for
the weekly advice. Maggie, I am
grateful to you for always sharing
story ideas. Ryan Sidhoo, thanks
for being the funny guy and for
the amusing arguments with other
members of the staff.
I will never forget my time
with The Vista, and the opportu
nities and lessons it has brought.
I'll still be around campus, tutor
ing in the writing center, debating
politics and mentoring freshmen
through the Preceptorial program.
I wish the new staff all the best,
and bid a fond farewell to the
readers of this column.

THE VISTA
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tion film "Iron Man" rakes
in an estimated $32.5 mil
lion on its opening day in
the U.S. and Canada.

1980 Thirteen-year-old
Cari Lightner, daughter of
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving founder Candy
Lightner, is killed by a
drunk driver.

1776 Rhode Island be
comes the first North
American colony to re
nounce its allegiance from
King George III.

1862 The Mexican army
defeats the French army at
the Battle of Puebla, a vic
tory commemorated by the
holiday "Cinco de Mayo."

1994 The rail tunnel under
the English Channel of
ficially opens, connecting
Britain to the European
mainland.

1902 Mount Pele, on the
Martinique island in the
Caribbean, erupts into an
active volcano and buries
the city of Saint Pierre.

1970 The New York
Knicks defeat the Los An
geles Lakers in the seventh
game of the NBA Finals to
win their first championship.

2001 During a soccer

2008 The big-budget ac

match in Ghana, an en
counter between police and
rowdy fans results in a stam
pede that kills 126 people.
Source: History.com

Multicultural sorority wins approval at Panhellenic
RACHEL HORGAN

STAFF WRITER
Representatives from each
sorority voted that a multicultural
sorority could be under the gov
erning body of USD's Panhellenic
council last Thursday. The stu
dents interested in starting this or
ganization and the AS senate will
now have the opportunity to bring
the sorority to this campus.
"After learning about it every
week in Panhellenic, I realized it's
not just something USD was push
ing on us but an actual trend," said
Kim Gillie, Gamma Phi Beta's
Panhellenic delegate. "Almost
all other universities of our size
have numerous ethnicity-based
chapters," There are two different

categories of Panhellenic mem
bership, which are determined by
NPC, the National Panhellenic
Conference: regular membership
and associate membership. The
six sororities, that currently exist
on USD's campus have regular
membership. The multicultural
sorority would have associate
membership. The only difference
is that the members of the new
sorority will not pay NPC dues
and therefore won't be covered
by NPC insurance. They will not
be allowed to vote on extension of
NPC chapters. This chapter would
still be subject to the Panhellenic
bylaws and constitution and to the
enforcement of the Greek guide
lines.
Two years ago a group of

women wanted to start this soror
ity and wrote that, "this chapter
will offer a way for women on
USD's campus who would maybe
not otherwise be interested in join
ing a sorority to become a part of
the Greek Community.
There is also the fact that their
dues will be less expensive, so this
chapter will also offer a way for
women who would not otherwise
be able to join a sorority to become
apart of the Greek community."
"Now that it is taking serious
steps to coming on campus I think
it is important for all the chap
ters to understand the changes
and impact it will have on Greek
life," said Allie Safran, executive
member of Kappa Alpha Theta.
One of the sororities that is

interested in coming to campus
is a Latina-based sorority, Alpha
Pi Sigma, which is currently at
San Diego State University. "Our
chapter is Latina-based, but it is
open to people of all ethnicities
and backgrounds," said Sindia
Zamarripa, President of Alpha Pi
Sigma at SDSU.
This group could not establish
themselves under the classification
of a club or other organization,
because a club for "women only"
would be considered discrimina
tion based on sex.
"We have a strong Greek
community, so that will help them
be more involved and it's a great
way for the Greek community to
reach out to the rest of the school,"
Gillie said.

working and a really sweet person,
even though we used and abused
you and your incredible graphics
skills. Thank you for all of the late
nights and last minute animation.
Anne Slagill, the first time
I met you you told me you were
Jilla's biggest fan. I didn't even
know I had a fan. You always stand
by your beliefs, even with all of our
ridicule. That's pretty cool in my
book. Hope I get an invite to the
wedding.
Ryan Coghill, some of my
favorite memories of you include
shots at the Beachcomber, but other
than that, I find you to be a really
down to earth guy with a great taste
in music. Thanks for proving your
sex wrong (you know how I feel
about USD guys), as well as just
being someone I really enjoy being
around. You're cute, too. Do you
think Kaitlin will be mad?
Ryan Mulvey, I love you
despite the fact that most people
I run into pretty much hate you. I
might not always agree with what
you have to say, but you are one of
the most intelligent people I have

ever met, seriously, and I know that
you have a wonderful heart. You've
done really great things with the
opinion section this year, espe
cially when you wrote things that
incited many letters to the editors,
something The Vista should always
strive for. I am happy to be travel
ing to the East Coast with you next
year and look forward to one day
smoking a pipe with you. One day.
Morgan Payne, I have vivid
images of you fidgeting with vari
ous items around the office, like
tapping abandoned rolls of paper
against everything you came
across, and driving me nuts every
time. Other than that, you are funny
as hell and a genuine guy, and I've
enjoyed the random times we've
had together. One more thing, you
are my favorite columnist. Don't
tell anyone.
Ryan Sidhoo, the bond we've
created this year is a pretty strong
one, one that will only improve as
we are both moving to New York
this year. You, Morgan and I have
made some beautiful memories
over Otter Pops and Taco Bell.

Thanks for all of the arguments
you've started with Mulvey in the
office even though you don't know
what you're talking about most of
the time. It was fun to listen to.
Kaitlin Perry, you've been
with me from the start of my Vista
career, and now you're taking over.
I know you'll make a fantastic
Editor in Chief. Never stop saying
the word silly or posting pictures
of sleeping kittens on everyone's
computers.
Mary Beth, my experience at
USD would not be the same with
out you. Sophomore year we spent
every Tuesday gossiping about our
weekend and boys, and senior year
we pretty much do the same thing.
Who else would I watch all of those
"Harry Potter" trailers with? I know
you will be making your mark in
grad school and beyond. Let's go
to Casa Guad then watched "En
chanted" together sometime soon.
And, finally,
my readers.
Thank you for all of your support,
your questions and hopefully your
laughter. Q: Dear Jilla, how much
will you miss USD? A: Too much.

Jilla says final goodbye to her loyal readers
JILLIAN ANTHONY
MANAGING FDITOR

Sophomore year I created the
now infamous alter ego, "Jilla."
Now that I have given my last ounce
of advice, I must admit to my eight
avid readers that, while most of the
time I spoke from the heart and
with readers' best interests in mind,
much of what I said had a very
harsh dose of sarcasm along with
it. To anyone I may have offended
over the years with my increasingly
off color humor, know that I truly
do love USD and the people I have
met here. Especially the members
of the Vista staff.
Ryan Brennan, thank you for
being basically the only photogra
pher on staff for years now. You are
underappreciated and overworked.
Maggie Klos, I like you be
cause you did Semester at Sea. Yes,
this is a legitimate reason.
Lora Sforza, you are a hardMary Beth Barker - Editor in Chief
. Kaitlin Perry - Associate Editor

Justine Marzoni - Asst. Arts & Culture
Mercedes Kastner - Web Editor

Jillian Anthony - Managing Editor

Ryan Brennan - Photo Editor

Lora Sforza - Art Director

Irene Marie Seelig - News Designer

Anne Slagill - News Editor
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The Vista publication is written and
edited by USD students and funded by
revenues generated by advertising and a
student fee. Advertising material published
is for information purposes only and is not
to be construed as an expressed or implied
endorsement or verification of such com
mercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located on the fourth
floor of the Student Life Pavilion in room
403 B.
All inquiries should be sent to:

The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110

The first copies of the newspaper
are complimentary, all copies thereafter
are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publica
tion arc not necessarily those of The Vista
staff, the University or San Diego or of its
student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submit
ted to The Vista office. Letters should
be limited to 300 words and must be
signed. For identification purposes, USD
identification numbers ana writer's year
must be included in the letter. The Vista
reserves the right to edit published letters.
Any content sent to the editor will be con
sidered for publication unless otherwise
stated.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT

APR 27 - APR 30
Apr. 27

Apr. 28

Apr. 28

Apr. 30

Location: SERRA HALL

Location: UTA AREA

Location: MISSIONS PARKING

Location: SERRA HALL

At 3:33 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a possible grand theft of
university property. Upon investigation,
a student had not returned a rented laptop
within the time parameters set by the rental
agreement. The student was contacted and
returned the laptop.

At 10 a.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of graffiti. Upon investigation, an un
known individual(s) had "tagged" a section
of a wall in the UTA area. General Services
was contacted to remove the markings. The
graffiti images were forwarded to the SDPD
Gang Unit.

At 9:21 p.m. Public Safety responded to
a report of a vehicle burglary. Upon investi
gation, a student had parked and secured her
vehicle on 4/26/10 at approximately 9 p.m.
When the student returned to her vehicle on
4/28/10, she noticed several storage com
partments empty, and various property miss
ing. There were no signs of forced entry.

At 12:50 p.m. Public Safety received
a report of an unknown subject who alleg
edly accessed a student's non-USD affiliated
online social network profile (the student
forgot to logout from her account after using
a public computer). This individual then
made inappropriate posts on the student's
profile regarding the student's alleged sexual
orientation. The individual responsible for
the posts was identified as a student and re
ferred to Student Conduct. A Sensitive Issues
Team (SIT) was convened, and campus
support services were extended to both the
victim and suspect student. USD will not
tolerate any bias-related incidents and will
respond to them with appropriate sanctions.
For more information please visit: sandiego.
edu/safety/responseprocedures.php

Apr. 28
Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION

Apr. 28
Location: MISSIONS PARKING

At 1:04 a.m. a Public Safety officer
At 7:22 p.m. Public Safety responded to
observed a book bag unattended and unse a report of a vehicle burglary. Upon inves
cured while conducting a routine security tigation, an unknown individual had shat
check of the SLP. The officer attempted to tered the passenger window of a student's
identify the bag, and discovered a fraudu vehicle, and had taken personal property
lent ID inside. The student was cited for that had been left in plain view. No other
possession of a fake ID.
items were reported missing.

Apr. 29
Location: MARIAN WAY
At 9:17 a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a student who ran into an on
coming vehicle while skateboarding in the
roadway. Upon investigation, the student did
not report any injuries, though he was cited
for violating the skateboarding policy.

USD grad student and teacher recovers lost servicemen
GUNNER WIEBE
STAFF WRITFR

Marine Maj. Derek Abbey
can be seen in the SOLES build
ing taking classes for his graduate
program in Education Leadership
or teaching Emerging Leadership
to freshmen, but what most of the
USD community doesn't see is the
work he does off campus.
Abbey is a Marine who has
served in Afghanistan and on other
deployments as recently as last
year. But aside from protecting
American freedom, he is involved
with an organization called The
BentProp Project.
The BentProp Project is
dedicated to finding lost planes
and their crews in the western
Pacific that were declared miss
ing in action during World War
II. The island of Palau is the place
of focus for Dr. Pat Scannon, the
leader of the group, and his team.
The BentProp is a non-profit and
completely volunteer based group
that recruits volunteers by invita

tion only. Abbey became a part of
the team in 2007. He began to do
research for the project and went
on an expedition in the same
year.
Many people do not un
derstand the purpose of this
group and the service that
it provides to the families
that lack
information
about what happened to
their loved ones.
"Some might think
that because of the time
that has passed since these
American servicemen have
been lost that some of the emo
tions would have faded through
time and generations," Abbey
said. "We have found that to not
be the case at all. There is a ques
tion mark and hole in that family
that is passed down from genera
tion to generation."
Abbey said that his first find
was an emotional one. The plane
he helped BentProp discover was
a Marine Corsair, and the Marine
found was a pilot, just like Abbey.

COURTESY BENTPR0P.ORG

Abbey said it is very hard to de
scribe the emotion that he felt at
the time, but he remembers tell
ing himself, "semper fidelis."
This is the motto of the Marines
that means "always faithful." For
Abbey, saying it was to think to

himself, "Finally, finally we are
going to get this Marine back
home."
The organization re
searches 11 months of the
year to try and pinpoint
missing planes through
archives, existing data,
interviewing locals, and
using new equipment,
such as a side-scanning
sonar system that scans
the lagoon floor
that
surrounds the island of
Palau.
The difficulty with the
expeditions is often the ter
rain. The jungle is dense and has
grown over any remains of planes
that are there. There is a lagoon
that is 180t o 200 feet deep, and
BentProp can search the floor
safely. Once they get outside of
the lagoon, the ocean floor extends
thousands of feet and evidence is
difficult to find with the resources
available. Abbey, along with the
BentProp group, believes that
there are about 80 planes yet to be

found around the island of Palau.
Once the BentProp team finds
a plane, they work with a group
called JPAC (Joint POW/MIA Ac
counting Command) that recovers
the remains of the planes and the
Marines and then contacts fami
lies for DNA testing. This process
can bring closure to the families of
loved ones lost. It is a very long
process, but it is very successful
and the end result is often relief
and satisfaction for families.
Abbey recently attended a me
morial service for Army Air Force
soldiers found in Palau. They re
ceived the appropriate burial and
the families were able to celebrate
lost fives, knowing once and for
all what had happened.
"It is simply our way of
saying thank you to those families
that lost loved ones," Abbey said.
"These servicemen have not been
forgotten." He said of the memo
rial service, "It is a void in family
history that is filled."
More information about the
project is online at BentProp.org.

Soccer coach investigates production of Nike athletic shoes
NIKE, continued
they have cleaned up their act, but
Keady said he went to Indonesia,
saw the reality of Nike sweat
shops with his own eyes, and
made a short film about his time
there. It can be viewed at vimeo.
com/6109896.
It should also be noted that
Nike is not the only company that
uses sweatshops; sweatshops are
the reality of most modern apparel
production. Nike was simply the
company that first caught Keady's
attention and he chose to make an
example of it for four reasons, as
listed on his website, teamsweat.
org.
First, Nike is the leader in the
sportswear industry. They control
roughly 45 percent of the global
market. Second, Nike led the push
into low wage countries with poor
human rights records. They ex
ploited, and continue to exploit,
these countries for their cheap
labor. Third, labor abuses in Nike
factories have been extensively
and reliably documented over a
15-year period. There is no other
company for which there is this
much objective research. Finally,
as the company with the largest
profit margins in the industry ($1.5
billion in profits in 2008) Nike can
more easily afford to ensure living
wages and fair working conditions
in their factories.

However, the mission is not
to boycott Nike. Although Keady
feels it would be effective, the fac
tory workers themselves have not
asked for a boycott. The mission is
to put continued pressure on Nike
to change their labor policies by
educating people about the sweat
shop situation.
If Keady's organization.Team
Sweat, is able to put enough pres
sure on Nike to clean up their act,
then the same model of change
can be replicated to change other
companies and eventually the
entire industry.
"The thing that I took away
from the talk was that Nike is
simply a case study and the larg
est corporation that owns sweat
shops," junior JaRae Birkeland
said. "Plenty of other companies
do the exact same thing. Adidas,
Puma, Abercrombie, etcetera, all
have sweatshops in Southeast Asia
and other third world countries.
Advocating against the Nike com
pany is important but so is putting
up a front against other companies
as well and leaning towards pur
chasing fair trade products."
When Keady presented this
breakdown to a manager at an
Indonesian factory, the manager
said, "Hang on, they [Nike] only
pay us $10 to $11 for a pair of
shoes?" Even worse, upon further
examination and number crunch
ing, Keady found that to double the

workers wages, in essence paying
them about $5 per day instead of
$2.43 per day, it would only cost
Nike about seven percent of their
advertising budget. There was
silence in the room after Keady
shared this.
Nike is a $18.6 billion dollar
corporation, and if Nike would
spare 7 percent of their advertis
ing budget, they could double the
wages that their workers receive

It would take a Nike factory
worker in Indonesia 9.5 years to
make as much as Tiger makes for
playing one round of golf clothed
in Nike. Students wondered what
this says about how North America
measures the worth of a person.
Another poignant moment
during the presentation was when
Keady displayed a picture of
Nike's logo emblazoned alongside
our school's logo on merchandise

1

Materials: $10.75

• Overhead: $2.10

1

Labor: $2.43

• Factory Profit: $0.97

Total Costs: $16.25
and hence pay them a fair livable
wage.
"One example that really
shocked me and stuck with me
was about how much Tiger Woods
makes in one game of golf just
by wearing Nike," Birkeland
said. "Tiger Woods is worth more
than 700,000 workers and makes
enough in one second of time
to buy an Indonesian worker a
house."

from the bookstore.
"It was not the most com
fortable part of the presentation
because it shocked me," junior
Ryann Berens said. "The entire
room as well kind of gasped and
shifted in their seats. This is when
the reality of the situation hit home
and made it personal."
Keady said that Nike is aiming
to partner itself with Catholic
schools because they want to as

sociate themselves with places of
Catholic teaching; it is a strategic
public relations move.
So what can USD students
do? Keady emphasized that the
wrong question to ask is, "Okay
where can I buy garments that are
sweat free?" or "What brand can
our athletics department wear in
stead?" He said that Team Sweat's
campaign is "not about assuaging
your Catholic guilt."
The campaign is not about
helping you feel better about what
you buy. What he would instead
like people to ask themselves is,
"How can I build solidarity with
the workers and put pressure on
Nike that will eventually elimi
nate sweatshops?" He encouraged
the audience to write the current
Nike CEO, Mike Parker, an email
telling him about their concern for
Nike's factory workers (at Mike.
Parker@nike.com). Tell people
you know, hold demonstrations,
and donate to Team Sweat so they
can get the message out to more
people.
Join the facebook group at
facebook.com/teamsweat. In this
campaign, education is power and
the more people that know about
Nike's human rights violations,
the more pressure it will put on
Nike to change.
Slowly but surely, Keady said
he has seen this approach create
progress over the last 13 years.
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MUN@USD: Progress and promise
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COURTESY FRANK FERNANDEZ

Members of USD's Model United Nations attended the 2010 MUN conference at UCLA
SOPHIA CARRILLO
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Recently, the USD Model United Na
tions (MUN) team was notified that it will
receive a $100,000 anonymous donation
that will ultimately give the team the re
sources it needs to become a solid, reputable
program.
The USD MUN team is excited that it
will be sending teams of students to confer
ences in Chicago and New York next year
two of the biggest MUN conferences in the
nation. Additionally, the Political Science
and International Relations Department
will begin offering its one-unit MUN course
year-round, and it can now be taken up to
three times for credit. With the newfound
financial support and an influx of members,
USD's MUN team is setting its aspirations
on hosting a regional conference on campus
as early as 2012.
The progress the USD MUN team has
made seems unbelievable considering that
a few years ago the MUN class was not of
fered on campus and the MUN club itself
has been re-chartered several times. This
past fall at the CALMUN conference held in
the Los Angeles area, junior Jessica Chap
man, received the Outstanding Delegate

Award representing the United States in the
Security Council.
The USD MUN group also attended
the PAXMUN Conference in Las Vegas,
Nev., where USD students attended mock
sessions of the World Health Organization,
Security Council and World Trade Organi
zation. Most recently, the team competed
at the LAMUN Conference with the theme
"Crisis Areas in World History," hosted by
UCLA.
"It was a blast," said one delegate.
"This is an exciting time for MUN at USD,"
Outgoing MUN club president Frank Fer
nandez said. "It is our explicit goal to build
our team's reputation and make USD stu
dents competitive on a national level. With
such a passionate advisor, the continued
support of our department and the quality of
our students, we will make it happen."
For those students unable to take the
MUN class, the club is always open to new
members who are interested in international
politics, debate and conflict resolution. In
terested students should search Facebook
for "USD Model United Nations" and join
the group to receive updates on meeting
times and upcoming events. Students can
also e-mail MUN advisor, Dr. Mary McKenzie, at mary2@sandiego.edu.
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Gulf Coast spill should be a call to action
Federal and state governments, American people, must turn to renewables

ANDRES BARRAZA

A bientot
I can only begin to describe
the mixed feelings I now feel so
close to graduation. I am ready to
move on, excited for the future
and the many adventures that
await. USD has been wonder
ful; I've made many friends and
learned so much from superior
professors. Graduate school is a
new frontier and I'm ready to be
challenged at a new level.
Yet I am also sorry to leave.
USD, for all its faults, is full of
fantastic people. My peers in
the history, political science and
language departments have been
phenomenal colleagues and com
panions. My brothers and sisters
in the pre-law fraternity and nu
merous honor societies have been
there for encouragement and
camaraderie. There are too many
individuals to thank by name, but
to all 1 owe a great deal.
I would like to express
thanks, however, to The Vista
staff. Having only served as a
staff writer for a year before
being hired as Opinion Editor,
Mary Beth Barker has been a
wise superior who has been pa
tient in sharing her knowledge
and brightening any day. Kaitlin
Perry and Jillian Anthony have
likewise been wonderful guides
into the world of journalism.
Anne Slagill, the news editor
and a fellow lover of liberty has
been a special friend. For all the
trials we've had to endure on
a campus often inimical to our
ideals, I salute you. Gratitude for
pleasant memories is also due
to Ryan Coghill, Ryan Sidhoo,
Morgan Payne, Bailey Gibson
and every staffer, as well as my
section writers.
I cannot deny that The Vista
has been a point of contention for
many over the past few years.
Controversial articles have, more
often than not, led to fruitful dis
cussions regarding free speech
on campus. The sign of a mature
campus is the ability of its student
body and faculty to dialogue over
such subjects that can often be un
comfortable. Living in a society
that values liberty and freedom
of expression requires that we
develop thick skins, as it were, to
withstand varied opinions and to
strengthen our own. There is no
better way to solidify faith then
through critical self-reflection.
I realize that I'm not a popu
lar person in many circles, but I
wear that as a badge of honor. I
have had to struggle to step aside
from my own biases and strive
to turn The Vista into a veritable
'marketplace of ideas.' Freedom
of speech requires that we toler
ate those views that might seem
offensive. 1 published all and any
articles that were well-written
and contributed to a conversation
worth having.
As I once wrote, the only
mortal sin, at least in the public
square, is to stop thinking and
to stop searching for the truth.
Unless we're willing to expose
ourselves to discomfort, we'll
never grow. No pain, no gain.
My parting wisdom: Do not
stop thinking and never be fearful
of expressing what you believe to
be the truth. Slainte.

STAFF WRITFR

In the Gulf of Mexico, there
is an oil well leaking almost
200,000 barrels of oil a day. This
spill can be seen from space and
has begun to wash ashore along
the Gulf Coast. As engineers, en
vironmental experts and the Coast
Guard try to mitigate the effects of
the spill, regional fishing indus
tries have come to a debilitating
halt, affected wildlife is at risk of
severe casualties and the incident
will undoubtedly result in the rise
of gas prices.
The costs of this spill will
accrue, as analysts from countless
financial firms
argue, and could
surpass $14 billion by the time
the spill is over. This estimate
takes into consideration the $100
million it will cost London-based
British Petroleum (BP) to drill an
auxiliary well to stem the flow of
the damaged one, as well as the
billions of dollars it will have to
pay in compensation to the fami
lies of its fallen employees. BP is
currently spending over $6 million
per day on the clean-up effort, a
price expected to rise as the spill
reaches even more coastline. The
company has agreed to pay any
damage directly associated with
the spill.
But what does this tell us
about our offshore drilling poli
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cies? At what cost have we agreed
to sacrifice our nation's security
and environmental well-being by
continuing to use fossil fuels? I
must give President Obama a wag
of the finger for green-lighting drill
ing off the coast of Florida in recent
months. Just like his incompetent
predecessor, Obama continues to
ignore calls for alternative energy
sources.
Currently, the United States
funnels billions of dollars each day
to foreign countries, including oil
magnates such as Iran, Venezuela
and other nations hostile to our own.

Iran uses its oil profits to pursue a
nuclear weapons program and Ven
ezuela's military capabilities are
strengthening daily.
Meanwhile, Denmark
has
successfully created an incinerator
that burns tons of household trash
while converting it into heating and
electricity for the region. These in
cinerators also filter out any pollut
ants from the emitting smoke, such
as mercury and dioxins. Not only
are they powering their towns with
garbage, they are reducing their de
pendence on oil and gas, reducing
the use of landfills and creating a

thriving green industry that boosts
national GDP and employment.
How about these Socialists?
We now have the technology
to place turbines on the ocean floor
that can create energy by taking ad
vantage of the infinitely renewable
flow of tidal currents. Companies
have also developed panels that
can be placed along the coast that
create energy from waves crashing
against cliff sides. Imagine if we
could replace high polluting oil rigs
with American-made tidal turbines.
The U.S. would be creating jobs,
rebuilding its shrinking manufactur
ing sector, reducing the flow of U.S.
dollars to our enemies and helping
the environment all at once.
The problem is not only our
government's inability to enact
change or the almighty influence of
the oil lobby. We need Americans
to change first. As we see the cata
strophic images coming out of the
Gulf, let us remember those cries of
"Drill, baby, drill" we heard during
the '08 presidential campaign. It is
unfortunate that it may have to take
a devastating oil spill of this mag
nitude to change the minds of those
Red States lining the Gulf Coast,
which refuse to adopt alternative
energy sources.
To all those who chanted
"Drill, baby, drill," please report to
the Gulf and help with the clean-up.
Bring your own boots; it will get
messy.

Hawking suggests alien contact could be bad news

Alien invasion could happen and would be exciting in a downturned economy
LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

Who doesn't love contem
plating the existence of aliens?
Some of the best films of all time
were spurred by our fascination
with
extraterrestrials: "Mars
Attacks," "Starship Troopers,"
"The Faculty," "Independence
Day," "Coneheads." Anyone who
claims that aliens don't exist is
missing out on the fun.
I'm not saying I've seen an
alien, although I'm sure many
readers wouldn't be surprised
if I were to say I had. And no, I
myself am not an alien, as far as

mL wL

their interstellar travels is likely to
be a need for more resources. Ac
cording to Hawking, they're likely
to have depleted their own. The
lesson of the story? Stop trying to
contact them and make our posi
tion known.
My father, an accountant,
happens to be quite the conspiracy
theorist. He stays up late at night
reading the latest on Whatreallyhappened.com. Luckily his clients
appreciate these crazy antics. Con
sequently, I was privy to all sorts of
extraterrestrial gossip while grow
ing up.'I've heard nearly all the
theories involving aliens, from the
moon landing having been staged

How aliens might look is
unbeknownst to us. I imagine
they would look something like
Heidi from "The Hills."
99

I know.
Ultimately, considering how
vast the universe actually is, it's
probable that there is another
planet out there in the vast ex
panses of space that can support
life. We actually know about 450
such planets. If life is support
able, it just might flourish.
Although I would never want
to date Stephen Hawking, I find
the inner workings of his mind
terribly intriguing. He is certain
that aliens exist. Whether or not
they are capable of traversing
from galaxy to galaxy is ques
tionable, but if they are capable
of doing so, the motive behind

to the various pyramids around the
world being designed and built by
aliens.
While I do not agree with
all of my dad's theories. I respect
Hawking as a valid source. He
claims that, should aliens exist, it
would be to our advantage not to
interact with the highly intelligent
ones. He likens our possible inter
action with such beings to that of
Christopher Columbus' landing on
the continent of North America.
Clearly the Indians, so named be
cause Columbus was convinced he
had landed in India, did not fair too
well.
How aliens might look is un

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Stephen Hawking, a theoretical physicist, argues against alien contact.

beknownst to us. I imagine they
would look something like Heidi
from "The Hills." Hawking sug
gests that we look at humanity and
envision a more intelligent form of
ourselves in order to anticipate how
extraterrestrials might behave.
After taking Dr. Mark Woods'
class on environmental ethics
and coming to understand how
horrid human beings can be to one
another when the atrociousness
of consumerism is disguised by
cute WalMart commercials, I was
greatly disconcerted by Hawking's
suggestions.
Hawking even posited that
there are forms of intelligence

out there that we have not yet, or
simply cannot even begin to wrap
our minds around, much like the
way a chimp could not understand
quantum theory.
If there are beings out there
that can fathom such levels of
intelligence, hopefully they won't
use it against the rest of us. If you
consider how obese America is, it
would seem that we'd make a good
target for alien invasion.
To be honest, I kind of hope
that aliens invade Earth in 2012,
because surviving an alien inva
sion sounds like so much more
fun than trying to stay afloat in our
sinking economy.
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'Bieber Fever' a positive development in the music world
JORI GREG0RI0

STAFF WRITFR
In the latest celebrity gossip, Kim Kardashian has proclaimed she "officially has
Bieber Fever." By the time this story goes
to print, Kardashian's proclamation will
be old news, as many more A-list fans will
most likely have become victims of the rapid
spreading "Bieber Fever." Yet it isn't just
celebrities who have fallen head over heals
for the 16 year-old pop sensation, it's males
and females alike, ranging from ages three to
100. Even I have been stricken with "Bieber
Fever."
This fever is not a negative thing. While
it may be embarrassing to blast Selena
Gomez, who is also under 18, holding a torch
for Bieber is the cool thing to do. Even the
usually harsh Perez Hilton has a thing for
the strapping Canadian, blogging about how
good the "Baby" singer is looking. And it
isn't just white males who love the teen sen
sation. Snoop Dogg describes him as "kind of
cool" and on the cover of February 's VMAN
Magazine Bieber sports a lipstick kiss mark
from pop princess Rihanna.
So why is it that the world is becoming
obsessed with the young singer? To be honest,
Bieber's music video for his first single, "One
Time," starts with the youngster sitting on a
couch playing video games. That's not really
something worth obsessing over, right? Fur
thermore, despite the fact that all of his songs
are about love, the singer has confessed that
he has not actually ever been in love himself.
What really does it for me are the closeups in his videos. No matter what song he
is singing, at some point he will point his
finger out at the camera in a rather convinc
ing manner, making it seem like he is singing
to you. Using such tactics, this 16 year-old
child, who innocently sings about loving 16
year-old girls, has taken command of a huge
portion of the music industry.
So, there it is, though the exact reason

for Bieber Fever might also lay elsewhere. In
a time when music is often so vulgar that it
becomes painful to listen to, Bieber is a wel
come dose of wholesome fun. Think of some
of the most popular songs of music lyrics
today. First is Pitbull's "Hotel Room." "I'm
the plumber tonight. I'll check your pipes. Oh,
you the healthy type. Well, here goes some
egg whites," the lyrics state. Or how about
Rihanna's "Rude Boy," in which the chorus
consists of the following: "Come here rude
boy, boy, can you get it up? Come here rude
boy, boy, is you big enough? Take it, take it,
baby, baby. Take it, take it, love me, love me."
It's just a guess, but I don't think she means
"love" in the same way Bieber does when he
sings "Just shout whenever, and I'll be there.
You want my love, you want my heart and we
will never ever ever be apart."
Maybe another reason that people from
every age group are coming down with the
Fever is because Bieber offers something for
everyone. Think about it. With his baby face,
even three year-old girls feel somehow like he
belongs next to them on the swing set. Col
lege girls think that in ten years, they'll be 30
and he'll be 26. That's not bad at all.
Parents love him because of the whole
some thing he has going on. They would
rather their child listen to the heartbreak tales
of a young innocent boy than the sexual habits
of rap artist.
Bring up Bieber and it isn't long before
someone fires a line somewhere close to, "but
what is he going to do when his voice chang
es?" There just has to be a Debby Downer in
every group. Here's the thing. The kid is 16
and while I'm no whiz on the sexual matura
tion of boys, I'm pretty sure most go through
puberty before 16.
And even if his voice does change, I'm
not sure it will be such a travesty. I'll person
ally be rockin' out to hits like "Baby" and
"One Time" for years to come. If you are slow
to admit it, I'm guessing somewhere deep
down you know you'll be doing the same.
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Whiteness is a social construct
USD race/ethnicity update reveals racial obession
CHASE FITE

•STAFF WRITFR
In the past few months, our community
has been bombarded with two demands for
self-identification in the Federal Census and
the USD race/ethnicity update. Both ask the
question of race categorization. One of the
categories provided is "white." I have often
been told that I am "white," yet I have no
actual clue what that label means. What is
"white"? Who falls into this category of
identification?
On MySanDiego, USD's efforts at
racial recategorization employ two ques
tions. The first asks whether you are His
panic or Latino. The second question asks
if you self-identify with one or more racial
and ethnic groups, such as American Indian/
Alaska Native, Asian, Asian (Filipino),
Asian (Indian), Black or African American,
White, White (Eastern European) and White
(Middle Eastern).
Now, one may first ask why it is nec
essary to separate a question about being
Hispanic or Latino from the other groups
in the second question. This is due to the
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, which was
signed at the end of the Mexican-American
War. This treaty gave Mexicans living in
conquered territory the ability to gain U.S.
citizenship if they stayed. Yet, according to
the Naturalization Act of 1975, citizenship
was restricted to "free white persons."
As a result, the only way to transfer
citizenship rights to Mexicans was through
their relabeling as "white." To this day, ac
cording to census regulations those who
have Mexican ancestry legally fall under the
category of "white." Thus, the concept of
white has historically been able to adapt and
assimilate to other identities. Still, the heart
of whiteness has yet to be uncovered.
According to MySanDiego, there are
three categories for "white" already outlined

above: white, white (Eastern European) and
white (Middle Eastern).
Seeing these distinctions of different
degrees of whiteness, 1 am left wondering
if Western European White is the unspo
ken norm. Is it to be considered as "pure
white"?
. Whiteness is a social construct, a means
of organizing the world that has been used
in order to transfer certain privileges to a
restricted group. At first the Irish were not
considered "white," but as time went on
they were slowly allowed to join in the ad
vantages associated with the "white race."
As time passes, whiteness evolves in order
to maintain its existence.
Race, too, is a social construction with
very real social and economic consequences.
The notion of race has a historical beginning
and could therefore have a very real histori
cal end. One may not see it, but our society is
riddled with examples of white supremacy.
Whether it be the income disparity be
tween "whites" and "non-whites," it is fact
that "white people" are less likely to get
pulled over by cops and that environmental
racism exists, ranging from the unequal ex
posure to radiation due to uranium mining
and dumping, to the placement of waste
sites predominantly near or in communities
of color. All of this is a result of the way race
has been constructed and maintained within
American society.
I am told that I am white. I assume that
the external world perceives me as white
and that allows me to garner advantages as
sociated with the white identity. However, is
this an identty with which I want to identify?
Is this a means of self-identification that I
feel is useful or positive in any way? No. In
order to recognize the role that race plays a
very real and very significant way in all of
our lives, one must also realize the way it is
maintained and formed into racial systems,
which shape the world as we know it.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Mary Beth Barker, Editor in Chief
As a senior, I'm trying not to make site than ever before. I hope that participation
this letter from the editor cliche or sappy, in our student paper continues to grow, and
but when four years of work and cama that, if nothing else, my time at the paper has
raderie comes to an end. it seems impos left behind a community that is committed to
sible to not go back and look at where it
participating in our cause.
all started. When I first joined The Vista
None of these things would have been
in 2006, our office was a small, cement possible without the intelligent and talented
box without windows and full of beat up editors on staff. I don't think there's ever
desks and dirty couches. I had no idea been such an eclectic group in the office, and
what I was getting myself into, but The 1 think everyone would agree that it made our
Vista ended up being my best experience experience a memorable one, as we discussed
at USD.
not only the articles in each section, but poli
This year especially has been ex tics and personal philosophies.
citing, challenging and rewarding. As
To the seniors graduating with me this
a staff, we have tried to start off the year: each one of you will be successful. I
decade with a new commitment to free know this because you already are. Jillian
speech and tackling some of the tough Anthony and Ryan Sidhoo are headed to New
issues on our campus. This goal was met York for graduate school, Ryan Mulvey is
by the staff and we experienced higher off to law school at Boston University, Ryan
readership and more traffic on our web Brennan will be in UCLA for dental school.

Lora Sforza already has a job as an
artist and designer, Maggie Klos is
going to Detroit for Teach for America
and Bailey Gibson accepted a job at
Frank, Rimerman + Co. LLP in Palo
Alto, Calif.
104 issues later, it's time to turn
things over to the new Editor in Chief,
Kaitlin Perry. It will be up to her to
teach AP style, explain what a pica is
and make everyone PDF their pages at
four. I will miss The Vista, but I have
so many great memories to take with
me that graduating is not an ending, or
even a new beginning. When I attend
the University of Southern California
for journalism in the fall, it will be a
continuation of the journey I started
as a freshman, when I first joined The
Vista and fell in love with writing.

Economic struggles lead to cuts in the newsroom
KIM CASTANEDA
STAFF WRITFR
As the financial
recession continues
to hit Americans, the effects are becoming
more visible every day. It seems that every
one has been affected in one way or another,
particularly those who have been laid off
from their jobs. According to a recent article
written by Richard Perez-Pena of The New
York Times, the economy has taken down
the newsroom, resulting in the loss of nu
merous jobs and perhaps even a decline in
news quality.
Recently, The New York Times an
nounced plans to eliminate 100 newsroom
jobs by the end of the year, which would
constitute an 8 percent reduction of total
employment. Publishers have offered buy
outs to union and non-union employees and
will resort to layoffs if there are not enough
people willing to leave voluntarily.
These are not the first cuts made by The
New York Times. Previous cuts already have
eliminated more journalists' positions than
ever recorded in the history of the company.

"That round of cuts included some layoffs
of journalists, about 15 to 20, though The
Times would not disclose the actual figure,"
Perez-Pena said.
Despite the record-breaking layoffs
from The Times, this is just one example
of many news companies that are feeling
the effects of the recession. Most papers
in the New York metropolitan area, for ex
ample, have been cutting news operations
for years. Some have fewer than half as
many people in their newsrooms as they did
in 2000. Many cities have seen the size of
their papers-shrinking over the past months
because of both a lack of writers and a de
creasing budget. But in this economy, no
news is good news anyway.
Although the effects of the recession
may be difficult to see on the USD campus,
graduating seniors can attest to growing
concerns about the job market. Due to the
rising cost of tuition, some students will
be graduating with loans larger than they
had anticipated. The lack of jobs and the
increasing amount of people going back to
school to receive their Masters degrees will

make these loans difficult to pay off and
also make the job market twice as com
petitive.
Before the last round of employment
cuts, The New York Times employed
nearly 1,400 reporters. Now, they have
just over 1,200 and that number will con
tinue to drop. No other newspaper in the
United States employs as many. Indeed,
The New York Times represents the best
in journalism in this country. As goes The
Times, so might we predict the future of
the rest of the industry. And that can be
frightening.
For communication students at USD
who hope to pursue a career in journal
ism, a continuing recession and a declin
ing news industry is unsettling news. "1
hope that our liberal arts education and
the prestige of our school can outshine
other candidates who will be compet
ing for jobs," said communication major
Kaitlyn Johnson. Citizen education and
a knowledgable society rest on the news
media. Now, more than ever, we cannot
allow it to go under.

Disruption in air travel hits passengers hard
JOSH COHEN

STAFF WRITFR

Imagine being in an airport ready for
the flight home when a decision is made to
ground all flights on the entire continent until
further notice. Where would you stay? Would
you have to worry about money? When would
you be able to go home?
This was the nightmarish scenario that
unfolded for thousands of people across
Europe a couple of weeks ago when Iceland's
Eyjafjallajokull volcano spewed clouds of
ash high into the atmosphere.
The eruption caused the worst break
down in civil aviation in Europe since World

Europe was necessary.
Virgin Atlantic founder Richard Branson
labeled the European-wide ban on flights as
unnecessary. According to Virgin's engineers,
there "were plenty of corridors through which
the airlines could have safely flown," Bronson
said. "Planes have to put up with sandstorms
in Africa. The engines are designed to put up
with a lot more than existed." Virgin Atlantic
lost around £50 million ($76.28 million).
British Airways CEO Willie Walsh may
have contemplated the decision to close
airspace in the name of passenger safety,
but admitted the difficulty of the situation.
"We've had to deal with a lot of complex
ity. Aircraft are stuck in different parts of the

44
If the ordeal was difficult for the airlines,
imagine how it was for passengers
scheduled to fly into or out of Europe.
99
War II. After a week of airspace closures,
more than 100,000 flights were canceled and
airlines were on track to lose an estimated $2
billion.
Experts say the tiny, pulverized particles
of rock, glass and sand contained in the ash
clouds could have jammed aircraft engines, as
has happened in previous incidents of planes
flying into or too close to plumes of volcanic
ash. But not all industry members agreed
that the closure of virtually all airspace over

world; crews are stuck in different parts of
the world," Walsh said. Flight cancellations
and delays cost airlines, but, arguably, they
have the money. For many individuals, things
were far worse.
Many passengers found themselves in
difficult financial situations and were hit with
extremely high prices and low availability
due to the thousands seeking any form of
transportation that could get them home.
If the ordeal was difficult for the airlines,

imagine how it was for passengers sched
uled to fly into or out of Europe. Accord
ing to the French Foreign Ministry, about
10,000 French travelers were stranded
throughout the crisis. Some are still strug
gling to make it home. In response, the
French government has made €1 million
($1.3 million) available to French travelers
to help cover expenses due to ash-related
delays.
Other countries have not been as heav
ily affected. A spokeswoman for Deutsche
Lufthansa AG said that "only a few passen
gers were still stranded abroad and waiting
to get on a plane back to Germany, which
they are taking care of on an individual
basis."
San Diegan Verin Batchev, age 27,
was on a business trip to Milan, Italy, when
he caught word of the consequences of the
far away eruption. His plan, like many pas
sengers' who found themselves in a similar
situation, was to rush to the nearest train
station or bus depot in hopes of getting
home, or as close to home as possible.
After two days of waiting, Verin heard
news that Austria was due to open their
airspace days before Italy. He hopped on
a train to Vienna only to spend over $2400
for a one-way ticket to New York. Another
$500 and he was home in his apartment in
Pacific Beach.
The individual costs of this natural
disaster for the typical consumer could end
up being profound. But I've yet to read
about any plan for reimbursement here in
America, only complaints from airlines
about corporate loss. Maybe we've learned
not to expect so much.
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The
"In Between"
Times
KENDRA OSBURN

COLUMNIST

"We need much bigger pockets...We
need enormous pockets, pockets big enough
for our families and our friends," said Oskar
Schell from "Extremely Loud and Incred
ibly Close" by Jonathan Safran Foer.
When I was younger, I, like Oskar,
wished that people were more portable,
though I dreamed of shrinking people in
stead of enormous pockets. About this time
of year, I begin to wish for either enormous
pockets or shrinking people. I absolutely
hate saying goodbye, especially when our
"goodbyes" get lost amid last minute papers
or overshadowed by exam stress.
I hate saying goodbye for many reasons,
but selfishly, I hate saying goodbye because
it directly contradicts one of my more cliche
mantras: "live every moment like it's your
last." If I were to live every moment like it
was my last, 1 would need everyone that I
love to be around me. 1 would need either
that giant pocket or shrinking people. Since
I have neither, such a way of living is a little
tricky. I find myself living "in between" the
times I am with the people I would put in
my pocket, if only I could.
When I am forced by situations beyond
my control - like a best friend's desire to
save the world and move to Africa - into the
unfortunate circumstance of having to say
goodbye, 1 have to remove this person from
my pocket and send him or her on his or her
way. Often, that "way" leads to a destination
far away from me, otherwise they would just
hitch a ride in my pocket.
What if something happens? What if
one of the googleplex of things that could
happen to keep us separated were to actually
happen? What if there is no Internet in rural
Africa? What if grad school is so exciting
that you forget about me? What if Facebook
gets a virus? What if you were to get hit by a
car? What if I were to eat something poison
ous? What if you were abducted and taken
to a planet full of trash? If we lived in each
other's pockets I would get abducted too...
If we lived in each others pockets, we
would never have to worry about "distance"
or "separation" or "goodbyes" because we
would always be together. I would be able
to "live each moment like it is my last,"
because everyone that I love would be right
there in my pocket. I guess saying goodbye
is life training for "not always getting my
way" because if I had it my way, life would
just be one big dinner party in my pocket.

The Vista encourages letters to the
editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
letters® usdvista.com. They vvill
go directly to the Editor in Chief
and the Opinion Editor.
Submissions should be limited
to 300 words and must include
verifiable contact information.
Letter content is subject to editing
for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish
anonymous letters, those
addressed to a third party or letters
in poor taste.

The views expressed in the Opinion Section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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What is next for the class of 2010?
Ant VI31A

RAfi^EL HORGAN, MAGGIE KLOS &
CRYSTAL PETERSON

STAFF WRITER, FEATURE EDITOR &
STAFF WRITFR

As graduation looms closer
for many seniors, the realization
that opportunities are not pour
ing in is made clearer. Gradua
tion is becoming less thrilling
and more nerve wracking as
seniors must enter into an un
known future. The economy is
a legitimate concern for grads,
and it is important to know the
state of the economy as seniors
step forward in the real world.
With any great challenge, it is
important to know your compet
itor upon entering the field. Cur
rently, the economy is graduates'
biggest competition. Graduates
might be equipped with a high
GPA, plenty of awards and years
of experience earned through
internships, but still there are

only so many jobs to be given
to a pool of talented graduates.
According to data provided by
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis
tics, the national unemployment
rate as of March 2010 is 9.7%. In
2008, the national unemployment
was at 5.8%, thus 2010 graduates
are entering into a more difficult
workplace than 2008 graduates.
Even President Obama rec
ognizes the challenges young
graduates will face when they
walk off of their campuses.
When giving a speech at the
University of Michigan he told
students, "When you leave
here today, you will search for
work in an economy that is still
emerging from the worst crisis
since the Great Depression."
USD Career Services is pre
pared to help students with the
transition from school to work.
Career Services is catering to
students by providing materi-

"Carpool when possible. It's more
fun and you get a carpool pass.
If The Comber line is too long,
The Coaster has $2 you-call-its too."

als online and one on one meet
ings to assist in the job search.
Career Services is even help
ing underclassmen and students
who have graduated. Once se
niors walk away from campus,
they can continue to use Career
Services by making appoint
ments, or by phone or e-mail.
Director of Career Services
Linda Scales has helped students
pave the way for their futures by

According to Scales, "cus
tomizing a resume is impor
tant." Students often create one
standard resume, but need to
tailor the resume to specific
jobs. Instead of simply putting
what you are proud of it is im
portant to recognize what stands
out to a potential employer.
Associate Director of Career
Services, Alan Farber has also
help set up various tools online

4 4 Qnce seniors walk away from campus,
they can continue to use Career
Services by making appointments, or
phone or e-mail. ''
assisting with the job hunt this
year. "Students seem to be aware
of the job market and are looking
at it realistically," Scales said.
"Students are pretty motivated."

which can help both seniors and
underclassmen who are looking
to plan ahead. Resources include
from Torerolink, various job sites
and tips about how to develop a re

"Don't get a
meal plan."

"Arrive at Beachcomber
before 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday nights."

Katie Brenske

Ryan Tucker

sume or prepare for an interview.
Another suggestion Career
Services gives is to define what
job you are looking for in a cer
tain field. Moving away from
San Diego might be another way
to find a wider variety of .
"San Diego is not easy to find
entry level jobs because it is such
a desirable place to live," Scales
said. Moving to a city like Los
Angeles, where more corpora
tions have entry level job open
ings, may be a better choice.
After the cap and gown is put
away in a closet, graduates must
stay positive and not let the econ
omy get them down. Although
the economy is not getting any
better than it was last year, now
is the time for bright and shiny
optimism to bring us success.
The graduating class has
chosen to approach the trou
bling job market in a variety of
ways. After graduation, seniors

"Explore. This is one of the
times in your life where you
have months off at a time to travel
and go places. Make the most of it."
Jessica Kahi

are taking different paths as
they find their place in the com
petitive job market.
Many seniors plan on serv
ing the greater community after
graduation through organizations
such as the Jesuit Volunteer Core
(JVC) and Teach for America.
"I wanted to join JVC be
cause I didn't want to settle
with a job just yet and want to
get some experience," said se
nior Kelsey Johnson, a sociol
ogy major. "I think that there's
a lot of service that needs to
be done for the community."
Some use this opportunity as
a break from school before con
tinuing their education or pursu
ing a career. "Teach for America
seemed like a logical step before
grad school and I've heard great
things about it," said senior Alex
Owen, a political science major.
"I think not wanting to go to grad
school was my main motiva

Always make friends with
people in your classes."
Godfrey smith

tion. Law school right after USD
would've driven me insane."
Graduating students are ap
prehensive about whether they
will find a career based on their

fied or more qualified ~ man
you go for the same job."
However, seniors manage
to stay positive and produc
tive for the future. "I'm look-

4 4 I t s hard to see others that are as
qualified or more qualified than
you go for the same job.' '
-Ashley Bovey
passion, or enough income to get
by. "I am very worried about it
and not sure what kind of job I can
get without my masters degrees,"
said senior Sarah Miralles, ethnic
studies major. "I'm just going
to apply for any job I can get."
"It's scary out there," said
senior Ashley Bovey, a com
munications major. "It's hard
to see others that are as quali-

ing forward to a new step and
new challenges," said senior
Andrew Likens, a finance ma
jor. "New challenges are what
drive me after I graduate."
Whether finding a job or do
ing service for the greater good,
graduating seniors are slowly
but surely finding their way in
life and are assured that they

"Living on the beach is
way better than living
on campus."
Justin Harkness

"Use your professor because you
never know how they can
accommodate you. Use office hours!
Take the hardest classes first."
Josh Cohen

Michelle Cunanne

"Stay connected to a couple
professors that could possibly
write letters of recommendation

"Don't let the accounting majors
freak you out because they have a
job all lined up before thanksgiving.
Not everyone has it figured out.
Take a deep breath and just let
God guide you where you are
supposed to be."

•k

Stella Nguyen

Katie Weesner
s
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RYAN COGHILL
A&C FDITOR

Reality
check
I had the honor of meeting
a Holocaust survivor. Lou Dunst
came to speak at my Jewish Faith
& Practices class.
He began his speech by
boldly stating that six million
people were reduced to ashes and
used for fertilizer, soap was made
from their bodies and their skin
was used for lampshades and
gloves. He then said, "and the
free world did nothing."
Dunst was born in Jasina,
Czechoslovakia in 1926. This
meant he was seven years old
when Hitler came to power,
and 14 when he was brought to
Auschwitz as a slave laborer.
There is so much to say about
this man and the hell he endured.
However, what was most impor
tant about this discussion was
when he began speaking about
hatred. He said, "There should
be no hatred. We should not hate.
We are responsible to make sure
nobody is suffering. I carry no
animosity toward anybody." It
truly is astonishing that he really
does not have any hate towards
the men who did this to him. I
cannot comprehend this notion.
This is not something I can
fathom, and I don't have the right
to. One of the questions that was
asked in class was, "How do
you feel about movies or fiction
books that tell a story about the
Holocaust?" His response was,
"To make a film in Hollywood,
to reproduce what would be hap
pening is impossible. How is it
possible to assume this? Beyond
comprehension." I can only take
his word and know that I will
never understand the Holocaust.
I admire the faith that he has
in human nature. He believes
that all people are born good. He
said that if a person went into
Auschwitz good, they would
continue to be a good person. If
they were bad before, they would
continue to be bad. He does not
believe that the environment was
able to change the goodness of a
person. When he asked a Russian
soldier one day what all "this"
was for, the response was, "my
head doesn't work and my heart
is bleeding." The only way I can
interpret this is that he has been
bad for so long, that the option of
change is long gone.
The last thing he said to us
was, "If I can reach one of you,
then I am satisfied." I will have
to say that he left with full satis
faction. I do not believe that one
person walked out of that room
without a changed perspective on
their life. Every woman hugged
him and every man shook his
hand. This was not because we
were all following a trend that the
first student had set up. I think we
all wanted to become closer to
this man, who can inspire us to,
as cliche as it is, make something
of ourselves.
Dunst is now a successful
businessman here in San Diego
and knowingly bragged about
his triumph. I think he just wants
us to realize the freedom that we
have here in this world and to not
let it slip through our fingertips.

Latest album "Shame, Shame" redefines the boys from Philly
song.
Nevertheless, musically the
A&C EDITOR
talent is hard at work. Their vocal
harmonizations have been com
Dr. Dog has come a long way pared to a Beatles-like effort, with
since they first began recording all four members often contribut
back in 2001. The majority of their ing. "Shame, Shame" has definite
content consists of a slow-rock ly "pushed the envelope" as far as
feel with evidence of jam session
Dr. Dog's typical pace goes. There
creations. After awhile, individual are a lot of heavy guitar riffs with
songs can become boring and bor head rocking movements, opposed
derline annoying if listened to in to the usual swaying techniques
large doses. However, their latest that often left listeners undecided
album "Shame, Shame" proves on whether or not they could con
otherwise.
nect with the songs.
Released April 6, "Shame,
The opening to "Where'd All
Shame" seems to be "pushing the Time Go?" could almost be
the envelope against the grain," mistaken for an Animal Collective
as he states in the track "Shadow track, with the psychedelic sounds
People." This seems to be contrary and the plucking of a banjo to back
to being stuck in "My Old Ways" it up. However, it quickly moves
as mentioned on the 2007 album back into conventional Dr. Dog,
"We All Belong." Even though but then returns for a short time
these are just meaningless words to the psychedelic sounds with a
without their context, Dr. Dog has substantial guitar solo that wraps
never had the most creative edge the entire song.
when it comes to lyrical content.
Immediately following this
There appears to be a firm
track is "Later," opening with an
belief in the use of cliches, with upbeat piano riff that gets the blood Dr. Dog released "Shame, Shame"
little lines like, "We're all in it pumping. What Dr. Dog does best
together now," "our broken little on "Shame, Shame" is the transi Shame," an electric whammy that
hearts" and "mirror, mirror on tioning from one track to the next. sounds like an island getaway
the wall." However, it is tough Every track is relatively unique in tune. This seems to work as the
to avoid every cliche when it just comparison to its surroundings. song is about wanting to get away
flat out works with the rest of the There are slower songs to create due to the shame the speaker has
song. Maybe the token cliche is a calm ambience after an upbeat endured.
acceptable once in awhile, but Dr. storm has finished.
The album
This album will most likely
Dog likes to install about one per ends with the title track "Shame, appeal to first time Dr. Dog listen
RYAN COGHILL

MBVMUSIC.COM

on April 6.

ers. As far as Dr. Dog followers
go, "Shame, Shame" will easily
become a favorite as this is defi
nitely an album that proves that
hard work and time do pay off
when creating something that has
been well planned and thought
out.

Chris Daughtry and his band Daughtry
CHRISTINA SEARS
STAFF WRITFR
American Idol alum Chris
Daughtry brought his post-grunge,
pop rock band to San Diego's
Sports Arena, along with the open
ing acts of Lifehouse and Cavo,
last Saturday.
While their music is consis
tently played on Top 40 and rock
radio, the audience could not have
been more diverse. While figuring
that the fans would be collegeaged, with some teenagers accom
panied by their moms, it was a bit
unexpected to see that not only
was I the youngest person in my
section, I was one of the young
est overall. While it's great to see
people of all ages coming together
to enjoy the vocal chords of the
bald man from North Carolina, it
could be figured that Daughtry has
tapped into the followers of such
bands as Hootie and the Blowfish;
there were several t-shirts worn
with their faces plastered on them
to be frank.
The opening act Cavo came
out fairly early singing "Let It
Go" and "Champagne." While
the lyrics and acoustics proved to
be rich with stirring lyrics and a
sharp beat, it was the band's per
formance that lost the audience. If
a fan came strictly to hear a live
replica of "Bright Nights - Dark
Days" they got what they wanted,
however the connection between
the audience and the band was
lacking.
"It seemed more like a high
school band trying to act like their
favorite rock band," said junior
Judith Garbo, who attended the
concert. While Cavo delivered a

PH0ENIXNEWTIMES.COM

Daughtry is a one man band.

terrific sound, the authenticity of
their performance was monoto
nous and a bit juvenile.
The second opening act,
Lifehouse, has been a pop rock
favorite since their 2001 single
"Hanging By a Moment." Fronted
by their lead guitarist and vocal
ist Jason Wade, with his deep yet
vulnerable voice, they proved their
veteran status with a humble show.
Performing several of their popu
lar songs, like "First Time," the
audience's excitement was equally
sound with newer pieces like "All
In," all of which were dependent
on their band's trademark sincerity

and certified purpose of letting the
lyrics speak more than anything.
They proved their comfort lies
in their upbeat, post-alternative
music rather than their more suc
cessful, yet overplayed, ballads.
Truthfully, it was nice to not listen
to "You and Me" for the hundredth
time.
When Daughtry finally made
it to the stage I must admit I wasn't
sure if I came to the right concert.
As a lit up curtain surrounded
the stage, Sports Arena was soon
engulfed in the "Batman" theme
song made famous by Danny
Elfman, director Tim Burton's

right-hand music man. Before
recognizing the song, the audience
was looking around wondering
if they had accidentally attended
the "Star Wars in Concert" event
by accident, which ironically will
be held in a few weeks at Sports
Arena.
Daughtry proved that night
that the band is not given his last
name simply because they ran out
of ideas when naming themselves;
it is his band. Spearheaded by his
extraordinary range and a voice
with the same fearless attempt as
popular bands like Fuel and Nickelback, Daughtry still held onto
their key component that has guar
anteed their success- emotion.
With reinventing covers like
Phil Collins' "In the Air Tonight,"
Daughtry expelled the soft bound
aries of the pop songs to inject
their post-grunge influence, while
still maintaining their clean per
sona. Their setlist also energized
Sports Arena with popular songs
"No Surprise" and "It's Not Over."
Fully utilizing his fellow band
members including a glowstickwielding drummer,Chris Daughtry
exemplified a good halfway point
between pop and rock (strong gui
tars and a sharp bass), but appeal
ing to the mainstream audience
with his powerful singing.
Overall, the band served
its purpose with a performance
true to their music and willing to
please the various members of the
crowd. This was proven as both
parents and teenagers were found
dancing in the aisles as Daughtry's
music was shown to appeal to the
Lifehouse-loving youth and the
adults that yeam for their Count
ing Crows days.
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Peru's impact on my cultural knowledge
BENJAMIN GEFELL
GHFST WRITFR

Peruvian author Jose Maria
Arguedas described Peru as "a
noble whirlwind in which differ
ent spirits, as if forged in antipodal
stars, fight, attract to each other,
reject each other, and mix with
each other, between the highest of
mountains, the deepest of rivers,
between snows and silent lakes,
ice and fire...a search for the spirit,
a culture in which diverse currents
find each other, and over centuries
do not conclude by fusing their di
rections, but form narrow zones of
confluence, while in the deepness
and the vastness the principal veins

flow without ceasing, incredibly."
So rich in diversity, the cul
ture of this country undulates with
the changes of the earth itself. The
bustling coast is dynamic, inter
national and alive with youth and
progress. Antiquity rises with the
altitude, and in the Sierras, the
heart of Peru, the colors of Andean
culture and tradition are vibrant,
and voices are heard speaking
Quechua, not Spanish. The East
ern slopes of the Peruvian Andes
descend into the Amazon basin,
where the natural world thrives,
and indigenous tribes still survive
in the jungle. There is not a region
of Peru that does not emanate ap
preciation and intrigue.

As in all developing coun
tries, modernization brings people
from the countryside to the cities,
increases disparities
between
socio-economic classes and in
creases environmental stresses;
but, along with it will come educa
tion, awareness and a connection
'to the world. Unity has been a
concern for many citizens here,
but heterogeneity is not an execra
tion. Although Peru may be trying
to catch up to the rest of the West
ernized world in terms of econom
ics, public service and politics, the
richness that this country offers
is one that has all but been lost in
developed countries: values, tradi
tions and connections to the land

that have been carried millennia
from the past and are still adored
by the people here.
Peru won its independence
from Spain in 1824, and now,
almost two centuries later, there
are many faces that comprise this
variegated national identity. The
small, Quechua-speaking commu
nities of central and southern Peru,
same as my classmates, professors
and friends in Lima, are all Peru
vian and should be proud of this
shared authenticity. It has been an
unforgettable experience traveling
to South America as a young adult
from the United States, and it has
been a gift to have the opportunity
to become familiar with Peru.

Get outside and ride your bike for a change
People for Bikes encourages outdoor activity
RACHEL HORGAN
STAFF WRITFR

There is a movement going
on. It goes unnoticed by the White
House, networks such as ABC or
CBS and even a majority of the
public, but it is there. The move
ment is biking. PeopleforBikes.
org is one of the sites dedicated to
bringing bikers together. It unites
millions of people under one goal:
"to make bicycling safer, more
convenient and appealing for ev
eryone." People for Bikes is an
initiative of Bikes Belong, an or
ganization dedicated to put more
people on bicycles more often.
The media is not discussing
the biking safety issue because
it is not in the zone of legitimate
controversy. In other words, the
government officials and other
elites don't see this as an issue, so
therefore we don't hear about it.
There are two main objec
tives: increasing the number of
people that ride and improving the
transportation infrastructure for
bicyclists. Forty-seven percent of
Americans would like to see more
bike lanes, trails and bridges in
their communities. That's almost
half the population that would
like to see this change happen, but
instead we are putting in carpool
lanes and stoplights. The benefits

PE0PLEF0RBIKES.0RG

You personally can benefit from riding a bike more often

of biking are numerous, such as
saving gas money, being healthy,
keeping our air clean and making
roads less congested. It can be the
solution to some of our societal
and environmental problems and
is good for our communities.
The website reads, "Bikes fill
our lives with adventure and ex
citement, relaxing our minds and
energizing our souls." This is an
important reminder for us all. We
are cooped up inside classrooms,

our bodies becoming one with the
chairs, while our eyes constantly
focus on a computer screen, leav
ing us with glazed eyes. With finals
coming up and extracurricular ac
tivities abundant, it is time we all
stop to energize our soul and take
a moment with nature.
As a society we have become
so bombarded with consumerism,
technology and everything that is
faster and easier than before. Let's
bring it back to the basics; back

riences from six months of age,
these infants are seen experienc
ing the same emotions we do
every day, just on a smaller scale,
metaphorically and literally. It is
also easier to submerge yourself
in the story because the film is
entirely without commentary, and
with only background music.
Though this pioneer style may
deter some audiences, Balmes
explains that he chose this ap
proach so that viewers may "get
into [the babies'] world and see
it totally through their eyes." So
when a baby laughs, the spectators
laugh with him. When a baby cries
because a big brother is bullying
him, the spectators sympathize
with him but still giggle under
their breath.
What are even more relatable
for us are the parents. While most >
college students are not parents,
as adults it is easy to see that how
we act is very similar to other
people, even those thousands of
miles away. Often times with the
Japanese and American families,
a parent is seen playing with his

or her child, then called away by
a cell phone ringing or a kitchen
timer buzzing. Balmes, a father of
three, said "I saw myself as [those]
families [always] surrounded by
tools, TVs and cars....[It] re-chal
lenged my beliefs in 'do I give the
best life to my kids' and that is my
challenge to the viewers."
Though we are not all par
ents, we face the same challenge

to the good old days of playing in
the yard, shooting hoops with the
neighbors and running around out
side. Your local gym can get you
in shape and probably help you
lose weight, but it can't provide
you with fresh air, bird chirps or
dirt on your legs.
The ways to show your sup
port for this incredible movement
are out there. Start simple: get on
your bike, or put on those tennis
shoes and go outside!

A documentary about four babies growing up

MANDY FOBAR
RIIFST WRITFR

Imagine about 90 minutes of
the Discovery Channel meets
"Charlie Bit Me," and tell me
that doesn't put a smile on your
face. Thomas Balmes, a French
documentary filmmaker, recently
released a two years in the making
movie, "Babies."
This motion picture follows the
lives of four babies from Namibia,
Mongolia, Japan and the United
States. It captures some of the
classic early childhood moments,
such as when unraveling the toilet
paper roll was the highlight of the
day and the agony of babies' first
hiccups.
But it also depicts some unique
experiences, including what hap
pens when a goat drinks the bath
water with the baby still in it. The
simple but undeniable humor in
stantly lights up the face of every
audience member, both from sheer
entertainment value but also how
relatable it is. Though it is highly
unlikely that we remember expe

as these people do with our own
friends and families. Are we truly
giving the best of ourselves when
we can't stop texting or updating
our status?
"Babies" is that cheerful re
minder to step back and take joy
in unraveling the toilet paper next
time. The film hits theaters on May
7, just in time to share a moment
with your mom on Mother's Day.

FOCUS FEATURES

Bayarjargal is one of four babies followed from birth to first steps in
the documentary "Babies."

JUSTINE MARZONI
ASSISTANT
A
A&C EDITOR
m

My closing
statements
Dearest Vista Readers,
In honor of our last issue of
the year and to celebrate the
graduating class of 2010, this
week I have written a special
emotionally charged, heartfelt
column for you all. To start if off
correctly, here is an inspirational
quote by Dr. Seuss I found by
typing "inspirational graduation
quote" into Google:
"You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes. You
can steer yourself in any direction
you choose. You're on your own.
And you know what you know.
You are the guy who'll decide
where to go."
This issue not only marks
the end of my stint as Assistant
Editor of the Arts and Culture
section, it is also the beginning
of many of my "lasts" here at
USD. In a little more than two
weeks I will be saying my last
goodbyes to friends and faculty I
have gotten to know. For all of
us seniors, soon our campus ID
cards and parking permits will
expire, our tassels will be hung
from our rearview mirrors and
the Alumni center will begin call
ing us to donate.
It seems as if it were yester
day that 1 was just a weird little
I7-year-old freshman sitting ner
vously in my preceptorial biology
class. In the last four years the
USD community has seen me re
ceive a higher education, develop
social skills and go through a
variety of bad haircuts. USD has
provided me with a place to drink
coffee, a lawn to take naps on and
lots of interesting people to learn
from. In return, I have seen many
things come and go here at USD
(remember the Grille?!).
I have had some great times
in college and fear that enter
ing into the "real world" will
not have the charm and whimsy
that these last four years at USD
have added to my life. In many
ways I have the urge to become
disgustingly nostalgic and walk
around campus with a boombox
blasting Vitamin-C's "Gradua
tion Song." Although that would
probably be the coolest thing that
ever happened here on campus, I
don't think that would correctly
express my feelings. I am ex
tremely grateful for what I have
received from USD, yet, at the
same time 1 am smiling at the
future and yearn for the impover
ished ,hard-working, post-college
days ahead of me.
I would like to thank all of
you who actually read my weekly
installments of 400 words of
dribble that I call a column and
everyone who has in some way
supported The Vista. I would
also like to show my gratitude
to the communication studies
department and all the awesome
faculty that continue to inspire
confused kids'like me who aren't
sure what, or where, they are
going to do or be in life.
Congratulations to those of
you graduating and congratula
tions to everyone else for hang
ing in there and surviving finals.
Sincerly Yours,
Justine Marzoni
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Moving on up in the small little world of The Vista

For two-and-a-half years I have writ
ten a weekly column for the Arts & Culture
section, and 1 had been editing the section
for about two years, as I became the as
sistant A&C editor the first semester of my
freshman year. The Arts & Culture section
is like my first child, and now, in a back
wards way, I have grown up and am moving
on to bigger things. Next year I will be the

Editor in Chief of The Vista as a whole.
Arts & Culture is where my soul lies.
I am driven by the creativity of others, as
I expressed in last week's column, and the
A&C section cultivated that creativity by
both allowing people to write in their own
words and giving press to creative ventures
that had been deemed worthy of mention. I
passed on the rights to the pages located be
tween Feature and Sports to Ryan Coghill,
who has done an incredible job of giving
words to music, when 1 became the Associ
ate Editor.
It feels good to have moved my way up
in the Vista ranks. I started as a copy editor
for a few weeks, became a writer and then
became an assistant section editor, finally
taking over Arts & Culture when the great
Sam Woolley passed the torch my way. For

me, The Vista became a nurturing means of
growing up, and because of this paper I have
cultivated my talents and established my
place at the University of San Diego. I have
met many great people, both famous and in
famous, and have made many great friends.
But most of all I have accomplished what I
came here to accomplish. I have become the
editor of my college newspaper.
Ever since I was a young girl in high
school I have wanted to be a journalist - a
music journalist specifically. I edited my
high school yearbook, won an award and
graduated from high school, but I had yet to
enter the semi-real world of college journal
ism, a world that would provide me with the
opportunity to interview amazing musicians
and review their shows. Once I entered that
world I knew that I never wanted to leave,

so I've stayed, and now I have one more
year to make the most of The Vista.
Sometimes I think I'm too small for
such a big job. Sure, I've been with this
paper for a while. I've seen its editors come
and go and its writers get better and worse.
I've seen its fonts change, its layout change
and its controversial capabilities blow up in
my face. But most of all I've seen it change
lives in both big and small ways. I know its
changed mine, and I know that because of it
I am more prepared for the actual real world
to take me as one of its many qualified
members a year from now. And though I'm
not yet ready for that world, I'm definitely
ready to take on the world of Editor in Chief
(while continuing to write a column for
A&C). In the words of Jenny Lewis, "You
are what you love." And I love this paper.

USDtv Film Festival
RACHEL HORGAN

STAFF WRITFR
This Thursday marks the date of the
first annual USDtv Film Festival put on by
USDtv, featuring student produced films
shown on campus. Five films ranging, from
music video to mockumentary, will be pre
sented in this noncompetitive film festival
at 7 p.m. in the UC Forums.
"We have one big event each semester.
Last semester was the premier night and
this time it's the film festival," Jared Ruga,
Station Manager and Executive Producer of
USDtv, said. "It's really an opportunity for
people to check us out, increase awareness,
as we have a problem with brand recogni
tion, and celebrate the art."
The students of USDtv have wanted to
put on this event for over a year and a half,
but it was just a matter of someone stepping
up to head the event. The event coordinator
for the festival this semester is senior Maddison Heuitt. Heuitt is also a field reporter
for the station.

"Jared, our station manager, threw
out the idea early this semester and chose
me to put it on. We are working on getting
more publicity and hopefully funding from
AS, so I wanted to help put on this event,"
Heuitt said. "This is my first semester with
USDtv, but I hope in the future it can grow
with more movies and more people."
Because the genres are diverse, USDtv
didn't think it was reasonable to place a com
petitive aspect into it. Next year they hope
to implement that element as the number of
submissions increases. After each film there
will be a question and answer portion for
filmmakers to elaborate on their project and
incorporate the audience.
USDtv can be accessed through on
campus cable on channel 75, where one
will find a mix of original student-produced
shows, like "Cooking with Me, Rita Marie,"
"Emerald Live" as well as classic movies
and recent news.
USDtv can be followed on their web
site, sandiego.edu/usdtv, and on Facebook
page and will be getting a new YouTube site
by the end of the semester.

BIRKENSTOCKUSA.COM

For- 225 years, the Birkenstock has been on the feet of humans. It's doubtful this
trend will ever go out of style.

The best shoe ever:
The Birkenstock
RACHEL HORGAN

STAFF WRITFR
Almost everyone has had a job where
you stand all day, your feet ache and you
can't wait to take off your shoes and lay
down. Once you discover the Birkenstock,
the pain will be no more.
There are so many benefits of the shoe
in terms of orthotic support, amount of
bang for your buck, the lifespan of the
shoe, Birkenstock USA as a company and
the popularity and fashion of the shoe.
Birkenstock prides themselves on their
orthotic support and the lifespan of their
shoes. The eight main parts include more
toe room, raised toe bar, contoured footbed,
deep heel cup, shock absorbing sole, jute
fibers, cork footbed and footbed liner. All
of these provide better circulation, natural
toe movement, even weight distribution,
natural spine alignment and moisture absorption.The shoe will adapt and conform
to the shape of your foot over time for the
most comfortable fit.
The lifespan without repair is an average
of four years. When the shoe starts to wear
down you can send it in by mail or take it to
the local store, and for a low cost, they will
repair it to an almost brand new state.
By purchasing this show you are also
supporting the great company, Birkenstock
USA. All employees are encouraged to

spend four hours a month on charitable or
non-profit work, all on Birkenstock's tab.
The company is fully employee owned and
employees are encouraged to speak their
mind and share new ideas.
Birkenstock doesn't spend money on
advertising because they care more about
people and a lifestyle than marketing. The
company is also eco-ffiendly with the ma
terial they use for their shoes and packag
ing.
"The only time I see Birkenstocks are
on an Oregonian's feet, but I do think they
are comfortable," said sophomore Sarah
Cutler. "They are the epitome of the hippie
culture."
Birkenstocks never go out of style, as
they have been around for 225 years, with at
least 40 of those years in the United States.
The shoe used to be a hippie tree hugging
shoe but it has progressed to encorporate a
morewide spread fan base, especially with
the different styles that are coming out.
"The challenge is getting beyond the
hippy image," said Birkenstock USA CEO
Matt Endriss. "There's a huge opportu
nity to increase our position in the market
place."
Birkenstock plans on expanding its
market to children, athletic, edgy fashionforward lines and even apparel. You have
to have a certain sense of self-confidence
to wear these sandals, so ditch those Rain
bows and wear your Birks proud.

LI UNIVERSITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE
F O R

H E A L T H

S C I E N C E S

on 4he road bo a. successful
carter h>\ physical or occupational therapy

Saturday, May IS, 2010
10:00 am - Noon
Hilton San Jose
300 Almaden Blvd
San Jose, CA 95110
Join us for an information session to learn how a career in
physical or occupational therapy could change your life.
Attend our information session in San Jose, CA to learn about
why the University of St. Augustine (USA) is the best choice in
physical and occupational therapy education.
USA is a graduate university that focuses solely on health
science education. It is our mission to provide professional
development to health care providers through innovative and
individualized education. We look forward to meeting you
and sharing with you all that our University has to offer.

f-or more informa4~ioH about our upcoming info
session or 4o
4o attend m event, please visit us
a4 uAWJ.usa.edu and click 4he "events" sectioti OH 4he
left. "%f uou hare ana further Questions,
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NEED SUMMER STORAGE?

UNIVERSITY cf
.SAX FRANU SCO

Ihe pizza guy isn't the only one with Free Delivery!

Need classes
Q ^

.

rs

Tipr /

Spend a summer in dynamic,
innovative San Francisco!
I Two 6-week sessions starting May 26 and
July 6, or one 12-week session
f Undergraduate classes in general education,
language, business and many more

• Small class sizes (professors wilt know you!)
I Residence halls, library, fitness center, and
support services available
I Reduced summer tuition and housing rates
University of San Francisco
2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, CA 94117
415-422-6563
summeratusf@usfca.edu
www.usfca.edu/summeratusf

Are you looking for a place to store your stuff for
the summer close tocampus? Need a ride? We will
pickyour stuff up from your dorm or apartment!
And we are just down the hill from Campus!
Plus...

FREE DELIVERY!
*OUR SCHUDLE IS FILLING UP FAST SO
BOOK YOUR DELIVERY SLOT NOW!

BsTORAfiErm
1040 Sherman Street
San Diego, CA 92110

www.slorageelc.com
We Sell Boxes i Packing Suppplies!
First Month FREE* and FREE
Moving Truck for Students!*
mmm*
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Extra Space Storage® of San Diego

Visit the most convenient storage facility
in the area.
Extra Space Storage® is a new kind of professionally managed
storage solution designed with your needs in mind. We sell boxes,
tape, bubble wrap, locks and many other moving and packing
supplies. Notice the difference a clean, well-lit facility can make.
Plus, get up to 1 month FREE storage!* You deserve Extra Space.
i
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Extra Space Storage
of San Diego
3883 Sherman Street
San Diego, CA 92110
(619) 297-3502

FIRST MONTH FREE!
Come into Extra Space Storage to experience our
hassle-free, secure self-storage facilities—yours to
rent FREE for a month.

Hurry! Offer expires July 30, 2010

Reserve online at
www.extraspace.com
*0? tost is based cm imft availability on new rentals by new customers only. This offer is oniy valid with presentation of this coupon upon rental.
•< -v
i-AN NQ v3h;f w Q .; ,•
f
*?>> ny
location Void where prohibited. See manager for details. Offer expires Juty 30. 2010. €>2010 Extra Space Storage LLC.
Marketing Code. COLLEGE

THESE NUMBERS
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES...
Recognized in Princeton Review's
Best 117 Law Schools
Top 10 Scores in Princeton Review 2010
• #2 — Best Classroom Experience
• #3-Quality of Life
• #7 — Professors Rock-Legally Speaking

And here's what
our students are saying:
Administrators are "incredibly
receptive to student ideas."
Classes are taught by "some
of the most knowledgeable
people in the country."

• One is a Nobel laureate in economics

"Students participate with
top scholars in the actual
representation of clients in
cases of constitutional import."

• Six are former clerks to
U.S. Supreme Court justices

Professors "give career advice
and provide contacts."

92.5% of alumni are employed within
nine months after graduation

"Incorporates courses from its
prestigious College of Film."

10:1 Student to Faculty Ratio
45 Full-Time Faculty

7 clinical programs: entertainment,
military justice, immigration, domestic
violence, constitutional jurisprudence,
dispute resolution and appellate law

SBC H A P M A N
Bfi

U N I V E R S
S C H O O L O F

I T Y
L A W

www.chapman.edu/law
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Goodbye, hello

Thank me later
My last column. Am I
happy? Am I sad? My uncer
tainty leads me to believe that it
lies somewhere in between those
two words or emotions that are
tossed around so loosely today,
that I don't know if I can truly
comprehend their meaning.
Then again, there aren't many
certainties in today's world. What
will be the denouement in the
Trumaine Johnson vs. USD saga
that has taken a backseat to end of
semester distractions? Will USD
ever establish a fan base or will
we just havfe a student body that
shows up the for the Gonzaga
game? Is becoming a legit midmajor power even a realistic goal
for this school?
To be as frank as possible, I
don't know the answer to these
questions, but the fact that they
are being raised brings attention
to the lack of fan support at USD.
Having the antithesis of a loyal
fan base here has watered down
my college experience. I am just
grateful I got a taste of how col
lege basketball should be expe
rienced when the Toreros defied
conventional wisdom, stooped
oddsmakers and finally beat Gon
zaga. That was actually worth my
family's $48,000 a year, I think.
Speaking of our school's
"sport," I wonder where Torero
basketball will be four years
from now? I hope this new 2010
recruiting class is as exquisite as
advertised. But I wouldn't be sur
prised if at least of one of them
does their best William Costigan Jr. impression and departs
the team for butting heads with
Torero hierarchy.
I think my sense of pessi
mism is a love child of my pres
ence on campus during USD Ath
letics' golden era, and the recent
loss of sanity I have endured as
a graduating senior. To be stroll
ing 5998 Alcala Park when USD
basketball was still battling in
March, when Josh Johnson was
toying with defenses and when
Brian Matusz was throwing
flames at Cunningham stadium,
had me feeling like a trust fund
baby. I was spoiled.
This taste of success we felt
here instantly bred an environ
ment of unrealistic expectations.
Did we really expect the Toreros
to be one of those 64 teams for
the second year in a row? Were
we going to be blessed with
another Josh Johnson in what
became the laymen defect Sebas
tian Trujillo?
What's my point? How come
I am not writing a generic fare
well column that gives thanks
to those in my life? It's because
I want USD to be a school that
isn't mistaken for UCSD, or that
other school where a bunch of
genius frat boys got caught for
selling narcotics. It's because I
want people to know what color
Torero blue is, it's because I want
to walk into a Lids outside of
Southern California and find a
Torero fitted. It's because I want
USD students to wake up and
really start supporting their teams
to attract great athletes to our
school.

COURTESY GUNNER WIEBE

Junior Gunner Wiebe has been impressive this year for the Toreros, as he has lead them to regional's.

Golf team continues winning ways
TYLER WILSON
STAFF WRITER

This year's Torero golf
season has already been labeled
as the best in USD history. The
golf team has exceeded the ex
pectations of its critics and is now
headed to the NCAA Regional's
for the fourth time in the last
five years. These results did not
surprise junior Gunner Wiebe, as
he knew his team's potential from
the season's beginning.
"Starting the year I knew
how talented we were as a group.
It was really just a matter of put
ting forth the effort," Wiebe said.
"But we cleanly have put forth the
effort, as this is the best season in
our program's history."
Head coach Tim Mickelson
knew he had a talented team but
was still surprised at their remark
able season.
"Almost every college coach
in the country would agree that it
is rare that our team outperforms a
coach's expectations," Mickelson
said. "But my guys have done that
this year. I knew we had a talented
team, I just didn't quite know how
talented. And it is a great feeling
that I have the entire roster back
for one more year."
During the season, the Tore
ros tallied six first-place finishes,
as well as three second-place
finishes. Their wins came at the
Kauai Collegiate Invitational, the
San Diego Intercollegiate Classic,
the USD Callaway Invitational,
the Allstate Sugar Bowl Mardi
Gras Invitational and the Fresno
State Lexus Classic, where they
actually tied for first but lost in a
playoff to Brigham Young Uni
versity.
Furthermore, USD competed
in March at the Calloway Match
Play Championships in Arizona.
The tenth-seeded Toreros defeat
ed the seventh ranked Texas Tech
Red Raiders and the first ranked
Stanford Cardinal to post a 2-2
overall record in match play. The
Toreros finished seventh overall

in this competitive field, as 14 of
the 16 teams were ranked in the
top 25. Sophomore Alex Ching
and Wiebe posted impressive
results as they went 4-0 in their
match play rounds.
The Toreros' most recent
second-place finish
occurred
at the WCC championship two
weeks ago. They posted the best
final round team score of 296, but
still came up five strokes short
to the 33rd ranked Pepperdine
Waves. Wiebe took home medal
ist honors to join sophomores Joe
Harrison and Ching and red shirt
junior Kenneth McCready as the
only Toreros to do so this year.
Even though the Toreros did
not capture the conference title,
their momentum was not de
terred. They have had momentum
on their side ever since the San
Diego Intercollegiate Classic in
Rancho Santa Fe. their lone home
event.
"The turning point of the
season was probably winning
this event," Wiebe said. "We had
a nice fall season and our home
tournament was the first in the
spring. From there, we all fed off
each other and used that momen
tum to carry us through the season
and into the NCAA Regional."
After the San Diego Inter
collegiate Classic, the Toreros
posted three first place finishes
and two second-place finishes,
keeping the momentum needed to
succeed at the NCAA Regional's.
But this victory and their success
thus far hasn't been the only thing
to provide momentum throughout
the season.
Last Thursday, head coach
Tim Mickelson received the
award for West Coast Conference
coach of the year. In his seven
years at USD, Mickelson has won
the award three times, but this is
the first one he can solely claim,
as the last twb were each shared
with another coach. Coach Mick
elson has been a big reason why
the Toreros have exceeded expec
tations and kept their momentum

throughout the spring season.
"It's about time that coach
Mickelson receives some recog
nition," Wiebe said. "It's hard for
people to comprehend how much
he has done for our program and
how he took our team from a
complete non-contender to a team
that has a good chance to go after
a NCAA title."
But, according to coach
Mickelson, he is hardly the main
reason for his team's recent suc
cess. "While it is great to be
honored as the WCC Coach of
the Year, it is truly a team honor,"
Mickelson said. "The players
are the ones who perform on
the course and earn the national
ranking. And my assistant coach,
Cory Scoggin, works very hard. It
is a group effort and therefore a
group award. We are honored to
be recognized for our year."
Ultimately, Mickelson is not
satisfied, as he and his players are
striving toward the ultimate team
honor - a national championship.
Last year, the Toreros advanced
out of the NCAA Regional's and
into the NCAA Championship for
the first time in program history.
They look to capitalize on this
experience and advance to the
match play format for the final
eight teams in the championship,
which they missed by a mere
eight strokes last season.
The Toreros will have to
wait in anticipation until Monday
when the NCAA announces
which one of the six regional sites
they will compete in from May
20 to the 22. The sites are spread
throughout the country, but USD
is hoping to land at Carlton Oaks
Golf Club here in San Diego.
If USD advances out of the
regional's, they will advance to
the NCAA golf championship at
The Honors Course in Chatta
nooga, Tenn. starting June 1.
"Although it's been a great
season so far, we are far from
satisfied and are still working
towards the national champion
ship," Wiebe said.

As the end creeps closer it
incites reflection of the past and
inquiries into the future. There
is a certain grand significance
that is associated with the end
of the school year because it
serves as a natural demarcation
of time. As finals approach at
an ever-quickening pace and
socializing at the beach takes
a backseat to study groups in
the library, it is easy to let our
minds wander into the realm of
fantasy as a respite from hours
of studying. For me, a large
portion of this daydreaming of
sorts is dominated by sports,
basketball in particular.
As I reflect upon the school
year that was, I immediately
recall the basketball season.
Entering the year I harbored
guarded yet high hopes for a
squad that was in a state of
flux. Perhaps my bias blinded
me to the harsh realities, but I
genuinely believed this could
be another 20-win team. I en
visioned a Brandon Johnsonled squad laden with talented
freshmen eager to prove their
worth, upsetting Gonzaga and
St. Mary's en route to another
thrilling NCAA run. But, alas,
my dreams were just that dreams.
The imagined 20-win team
turned out to be an 11-win
squad that sadly was not even
as good as their paltry record
would indicate. Another season
decimated by injuries and, far
worse, a lack of heart frustrated
me to the point of madness. I
wish it could have been March
Madness but unfortunately it
was simply madness by way of
21 losses.
The brilliance of this day
dream dichotomy is the opti
mism associated with the future.
Just as I had done last year, I
am again fantasizing of hoops
glory. With a bevy of incoming
talent poised to descend upon
the JCP, I am again inclined to
boldly proclaim another 20-win
season to be on the horizon,
capped of by a WCC Champi
onship.
Although the loss of Bran
don Johnson will leave the team
devoid of a singular, veteran
leader there is much to look for
ward to. Key freshmen gained
invaluable experience this past
season and will hopefully con
tinue their progression under
the tutelage of the upperclassmen. With the addition of the
best recruiting class in program
history, Grier has taken the steps
necessary to create a program"
that reloads, not rebuilds.
Unchecked, unbridled op
timism is what the college eperience is supposed to be about.
If we can't be optimistic now,
when can we? I am relishing
this small, dwindling window
of opportunity to wildly predict
greatness and I make no apolo
gies for my brash forecast.
While it may not be reasonable
or even probable, I am willing
it into reality. Call me crazy
but next year is going to be our
year.
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Confessions from the sports fan in all of us
An in-depth look into the world of sports from the common mans perspective
ALBERT SAMAHA

STAFF WRITFR

The first article I ever wrote
for The Vista was a story on the
draft prospects of Josh Johnson.
This was long before I had traded
in Muscle Milks for mochas, 5
a.m. wake-up calls for 5 a.m. writ
ing binges. Back in the days of
chicken mole and couscous at the
Caf; when cranes and orange hard
hats peppered the valley rushing
to finish a new colossal dormitory;
when everybody carried plastic
water bottles and Twitter was
reserved for oddballs and loners.
Today I am writing this in the SLP
and 1 live in San Buenaventura. I
drink from my Sovereign Earth
aluminum water bottle and 1 tweet
my interesting thoughts.
Serendipitously, my final
story for The Vista covered the
football team and mentioned Gabe
Derricks signing with the Atlanta
Falcons. Full circle. On my first
official day at USD, the first day
of football fall camp 2007, former
defensive back coach Ed Lamb

told me about a young cornerback
at the time, "Always watch Gabe
Derricks, study what he does.
He's a special football player."
Prophetic.
The beauty of sport, the
reason it is such a fantastic subject
for writing, is its tangible nature.
Stats, winners, accolades to shape
and solidify our perceptions. Clear
evidence to support theories. 1 can
tell you why I think the Arizona
immigration bill is wrong, but 1
can prove to you why Tim Lincecum is the best pitcher in baseball.
In sports, growth and progression
are overt.
Two years ago De'Jon Jack
son shot 70 percent from the free
throw line. This past season he
shot 87 percent. Tangible pro
gression. For us civilians, though,
personal growth remains an am
biguous and subjective attribute.
Like food preferences. Consensus
and personal deliberation are the
primary, and unreliable, markers.
The great Frank Deford was
once told by his editor at Sports
Illustrated, "It's not what you

write about, it's how you write it."
Within the seemingly enclosed
universe of sport exists important
links to the social and political
world. Powerful microcosms il
luminated. Sport comprises more
than games and competition. Sport

Consequently sport serves
as the battleground on which our
most underlying conflicts are
staged. And, for better or worse, it
generates clear victors and losers.
So we cry and we slam wooden
chairs into dorm room walls;

Within the seemingly
enclosed universe of sports
exists links to the social and
political world.
*
absorbs the nuances of human
emotion and social interaction,
economic stratification and cul
tural pride. When we cheer for our
favorite teams, our favorite play
ers, we are supporting specific
characteristics, specific values.
We support resilience or humility
or flash or greatness.

we jump and we scream out
second story windows. A team
fails and an entire paradigm fails.
Of course these precise deter
minations only satiate the need
for concrete conclusions. For in
the world outside the sporting
universe, answers often hover
beyond the reaches of even our

most powerful cognitions.
But in sport, Gabe Der
ricks is hard work and charisma.
De'Jon Jackson is toughness and
teamwork. Ken Rancifer is youth
and hope. JT Rogan is leadership
and dignity. Josh Johnson is the
American Dream. As we follow
the athletes of our chosen teams,
these connections emerge and
eventually become ubiquitous.
Manifestations of our deeply
seeded loves and hates. And we
grip them tightly to our hearts, as
if they exude the fuel for our own
being.
Life is either a game or a
circus. I'm not sure which yet.
Part of me hopes it's a game, with
palpable goals and measureable
accomplishments to satiate my
hunger for positive affirmation.
But another part of me hopes it's
a circus - absurd and whimsical,
a show without a definitive plot,
just a composition of arbitrary
acts. A madhouse of wide-eyed
junkies desperate for recognition.
Then suddenly you look up and its
over. Mabuhay.

It's not your old man's paper route.
If you are interested in a paid position distributing The Vista around the USD
campus, e-mail kperry@usdvista.com

Thank You Dr. Thomas Cosgrove
for your 38 years of service to the
University of San Diego.
Congratulations on your retirement!
Dr. Tom has been a longtime administrator at USD and has implemented many pro
grams and initiatives that have shaped the division of Student Affairs to what it is today.
Over his 38 years he has established many programs such as the New Student Orienta
tion, the Associated Student Government, the Emerging Leader Program, USD's
Rowing program as well as many others. He oversaw the building of the Hahn Univer
sity Center and the Student Life Pavilion. He has touched the lives of many students
throughout his time at USD.

Please join us in thanking Dr. Cosgrove!
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Toreros continue torrid start to WCC conference play
CHRIS HANNEKE
STAFF WRITFR

The fact that this is the last "The Vista"
until the fall semester is horrible news to its
nine readers, but it is even more disappoint
ing because there will be no further coverage
of what has the potential to be the greatest
season in USD baseball history.
The storybook season began with an
abundance of hope and fans were excited
to follow the team's ride on the Road to
Omaha. There were certainly rough points
in the beginning, but the Torero's perfect
9-0 start in conference play has put them
back on track. They had a chance to build
on that success this past weekend in a series
with fellow WCC opponent, the University
of San Francisco Dons.
Before the trip to San Francisco, how
ever, the team continued their struggle in
midweek games, dropping a 13-10 slugfest to 13th ranked Cal State Fullerton last
Tuesday. Though that may appear to be a
setback, it is actually not as devastating as
it would appear. Any loss certainly stings,
but the midweek games do not feature any
pieces of what has become arguably the
most deadly three-man rotation in the entire
West Coast Conference, saving it instead for
the weekend series.
The deadly trio is, of course, Kyle Blair,
Sammy Solis and A.J. Griffin and they have
been the team's main characters all season.
The three starters have allowed USD the
luxury of continuity; the knowledge that on
any given weekend, they will have their big
three ready to dominate on the hill.
The only thing that could potentially
derail this dream ride to Omaha now would
be an untimely injury. And to continue with
the cheesy "Road to Omaha" metaphor that
has persisted throughout the entire season,
Tuesday's loss was a minor stop along the
way.
But Kyle Blair steered the team back in
the right direction after another dominating

performance in the series opener on Friday.
He went eight innings and allowed just five
hits and two runs while striking out eight to
give USD a 4-2 victory and a 10-0 confer
ence record.
Matt Hauser, who was recently one of
45 players named as a finalist for the Na
tional Collegiate Baseball Writers Associa
tion Stopper of the Year Award, recorded his
sixth save of the season in the win.
Friday's contest featured Slingin'
Sammy Solis as the starter, whose seven
wins coming in were second in the WCC.
Solis may not have been as dominating as
usual, at least by his standards, but he still
turned in the longest outing of his career,
going nine innings and allowing just two
earned runs on five hits and nine strikeouts
in a game that required extra innings.
The game was knotted at 4-4 all the
way until the 12th inning, when the Torero
offense erupted for a six run inning to score
a 10-4 victory and keep their conference
record perfect at 11-0 on the season.
As has been the case in every confer
ence series thus far in the season, it was up
to A.J. Griffin to complete the sweep.
The Dons kept the Toreros offense
silent most of the game and USD actually
trailed 3-2 heading in to the eighth inning.
However, the Toreros' resiliency has been
one of its strong points all year and they
bounced back to tie it in the eighth.
With the game tied at 3-3, Griffin shut
down the Dons and gave USD a chance to
take the lead in the top of the ninth, where
Kevin Muno delivered the RBI double to
give the team the lead.
Manager Rich Hill kept his faith in
Griffin to close out the game and he was
rewarded with a 1-2-3 inning and a 4-3 vic
tory. Griffin finished the game allowing just
three earned runs on six hits and he struck
out ten USF hitters for the complete game
victory. The win improved USD's WCC
record to 12-0, good enough for first place
in the conference.
Unfortunately, that is as far as this pub-

lication will travel along the Road to Omaha.
But as the book closes on "The Vista" until
next semester, the greatest chapters of the

story of the 2010 Toreros baseball team
have yet to be written.
Here's hoping for a happy ending.

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

Victor Sanchez has not only provided offense, but stellar defense at the hot corner.
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